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HE ability to listen well has ever been one of the 
marks of wisdom. Are you showing your wis- 
dom by letting the advertisements in this and other 
carefully guarded periodicals speak to you regularly ? 














The Father 
— 3 _ By Earl B. Brown 


HE son who long had had his way 
“Retraced his steps, a winter’s day. 
And sought again the hallowed home 
Whence he had gone, to waste and roam. 


The villagers peered ‘round in scorn 

At one bedraggied, spent, forlorn ; 

And some made finger-signs of shame, 
Who knew the wretched wanderer’s name, 


But at the farther end of town, 

The one whom grief had doubled down 
Upraised his whitened head in joy,— 
And love, unfathomed, met the boy! 





Praying for the Impossible 

God loves to have his children pray for the im- 
possible. “With men this is impossible; but with God 
all things are possible” (Matt. 19:26). That is God’s 
invitation to ask him to do that which no man can do. 
Some one has said: “We have lost the eternal youth- 
fulness of Christianity, and have aged into calculating 
manhood. We seldom. pray in earnest for the extraord- 
inary, the limitless, the glorious. We seldom pray with 
real confidence for any good to the realization of which 
we cannot imagine a way. And yet, we suppose our- 
selves to believe in an infinite Father.” Perhaps our 
prayer life is poverty-stricken because we have not 
even asked God to tell us of some impossible things 
that he is eager to do for us, and that he is waiting 
for us to lay upon him. He has glad, glorious.sur- 
prises for every child of his who thus dares to trust 


him. 
a 
The Victorious Mind 


What is the victorious mind? A magnetic woman 
speaker, announced as a graduate from one of the de- 
partments of a well-known American university, with 
letters of commendation from Protestant pastors, gives 

ublic lectures one “Your Life and How to Live It 

ictoriously.” She tells how to know yourself vic- 
toriously, how to gear up your mind for victorious 
living, how to break the bars of fate, how to have a 
victorious mind. She puts an audience through mental 
exercises, having them use their determination as they 
say aloud, resolutely, “I will.” This is being offered 
as the secret of the victorious life, while all the time 
it is the secret of defeat and death. For the only mind 


that all have by nature is the “carnal mind”; and God’s 
Word says of it: “To-be carnally: minded is death ... 
because the carnal mind is enmity against God” (Rom, 
8:6;-7). The natural man who thinks that he can 


_cultivate a victorious mind and life by his own efforts, 


determination, will power, is being deceived and is 
doomed to defeat and death. But there is a victorious 
mind that he can have. He cannot acquire it by prac- 
tise; he can receive it only as God’s free gift. It is 
“the mind of Christ.” One can never have this by 
nature, or at his first birth. One has to have a second 
birth, by receiving Christ as Saviour, if one would have 
life instead of death. And even then, the born-again 
Christian is wholly dependent, moment by moment, 
upon the life that is given to him in Christ. Of him- 
self, the Christian is only weakness. But the Lord 
says to him: “My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is-made perfect in weakness.” Thus to trust 
Christ, looking to him moment by moment for strength 
and victory, is the secret of victorious living. “He 
that hath the Son hath life”; and only he that hath 
Christ in his life can have the mind of Christ, which 


is victory. 
x<— 


And Thomas Never Did 


We sometimes ask God for what we would not 
take if he granted it. Doubting Thomas had this ex- 
perience. He had lost a blessing by not being with 
the other disciples on the evening of the day when 
our Lord rose from the dead, and when Jesus appeared 
unto them. “Thomas .., was not with them when 
Jesus came,” and when they told him, later, “We have 
seen the Lord,” he knew better than to be deceived! 
He uttered a challenge to God, as he said, “Except 
I ‘shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put 
my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my 
hand into his side, J will not believe.’ It was eight 
days later that the Lord appeared again to his dis- 
ciples, while Thomas was with them. After his won- 
derful greeting of, “Peace be unto you,” he turned 
to Thomas, accepted his challenge, and.‘granted his 
unbelieving demand in the invitation: “Reach hither 
thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy: 


The 


DMONDO De AMICIS, noted Italian author, 

writing of the Dutch school of painting, says, 

“The flat monotonous country had, to the Dutch 
painter’s eyes, a marvelous variety. He caught all 
the mutations of the sky, and knew the value of the 
water, with its reflection, its grace and freshness, and 
its power of illuminating everything.” 

The sky plays a larger part in our daily life than 
we sometimes realize. Its mutations are reflected not 
only in water, but also in the utterance of our thought 
and the expression of our. feelings. 

We instinctively look up as we pass from indoors to 
outdoors. What we behold on the face of the sky 
colors largely the activities of the day.;-and oftentimes 
it alters our plans and purposes completely. The 
changes of the sky may make for good business or 
poor; for a large attendance at church or small. 

Whether we look much at the sky or not, it is al- 
ways affecting us by its changing lights. Is it any 


wonder that the Psalmist sings, “The heavens declare. 


the glory of God”? When Nahum, the prophet, looked 
up, he exclaimed, “The Lord hath his way in the 
whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the 
dust of his feet.” 
There are occasions when all eyes turn heavenward 
use of some strange appearance of the sky. There 
are phenomena from time to time that strike supersti- 
tious souls with fear, and move mightily even the most 
callous hearts. Who can watch a rainbow, an eclipse 
of sun or moon, a shower of shooting stars, or a 
flaming comet moving across the sky with its mys- 
terious-tail of light, andynot think far beyond the mere 
natural laws that govern these celestial “appearances? 
‘Strong men are often awed into silence by the grandeur 
ef the aurora borealis; and the greatest feel insig- 
nificant and powerless in the midst of the thunder and 





hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, 
but believing.” And Thomas never did it! He had 
given the Lord his ultimatum; the Lord accepted it; 
and at once Thomas collapsed in realization of his sin, 
and in worshipful, adoring gratitude he cried out, “My 
Lord and my God.” So we often make our petty and 
pathetic demands of God. And often God accepts our 
demands, and in his patient, loving, gracious yielding 
to us we-see our folly, our sin, our unbelief, and we 
cry out, “My Lord and my God.” Then God has a 
chance to give us his ultimatum, which is, “Where sin 
abounded, grace did much more abound.” 


— 


_The Word in the Word 


Have we learned to see Christ in the Bible? Have 
we heard him saying to us, as we read the Scriptures, 
“Search the Scriptures . . . they are they which testify 
of me”? Christ is the theme of the Bible, from Genesis 
to Revelation. The Holy Spirit is with us to-day to 
glorify Christ. He did this when he moved holy men 
of God, in old times, to write that which could not 
come by the will of man. And the Holy Spirit re- 
joices to glorify Christ to any one who will ask him 
to do so as the Scriptures are read and studied. A 
Christian physician, who loves the Book and the Lord, 
writes to the Editor: “I have often delighted in re- 
flecting upon how Christ gradually emerges into our 
view as all in all in Scripture. The Written Word 
conceals the Living Word. As we study the Word 
by the Holy Spirit’s aid, it is at first like gazing down 
into a spring of clear water with the sunlight playing 
upon it. The eye is first arrested by the agitation or 
movement of the surface waters, but, as we continue 
to peer in, the eye is less distracted by the surface, 
as gradually an object on the bottom assumes clearer 
and more ‘distinct outline. It seems somewhat like 
that with the Word. All Scripture comes more and 
more to. reveal just Christ, God-manifest in the flesh. 
Everywhere he takes shape and lovely symmetry. And 
so, ‘we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the 

lory of the Lord, are changed into the same image 
. =, glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 


Sky 


lightning of some terrific storm. The first time that 
Pharaoh confessed, “I have sinned,” was when Moses 
stretched forth his rod toward heaven: and the Lord 
sent thunder and hail, and the fire ran along the 
ground. ' 

The Bible has much to say of the mutations of the 
sky. In the day that the Lord delivered David from 
the hand of all his enemies and Saul, he broke forth 
to the Lord in song: “He bowed the heavens also, 
and came down: and darkness was under his feet. 
And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly: yea, he did 
fly upon tha wings of the wind. He made darkness 
his secret place; his pavilion round about him were 
dark waters and thick clouds of the skies. At the 
brightness that was before him his thick clouds passed, 
hail stones and coals of fire. The Lord also thundered 
in the heavens, and the Highest gave his voice; hail 
stones and coals of fire. Yea, he sent out his arrows, 
and «scattered them; and he shot out lightnings, and 
discomfited them.” 

What Jew can ever look up to the heavens on an 
unclouded night, and not recall the promise made 
unto Abram? — “Look now toward heaven, and tell 
the stars, if thou be able to number them: and 
he said unto him, So shall thy seed be.” Yet how 
much the Jew needs to wumderstand the distinction 
Christ made between Abraham’s seed and Abra- 
ham’s children: “I know that ye are Abraham’s seed 
. . . If ye were Abraham’s children, ye would do the 
works of Abraham.” 

Have we not all watched a little cloud rise, and 
thought of the description of Elijah’s servant, when 
he returned to the praying prophet for the seventh 
time, “Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the 
sea, like a man’s hand”? As we look, can we not al- 
most hear Elijah say again, “Go wp, say unto Ahab, 
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Prepare thy chariot, and on thee down, that the rain 
stop thee not’? It is almost impossible to think of 
these words without our thoughts flying over the cen- 
turies to the Epistle of James in the New Testament: 
“Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, 
and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it 
rained not on the earth by ¢he space of three years and 
six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven 
gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit.” 
All the outstanding events in the life of our Lord, 
from his birth to his ascension, have drawn the eyes 
of some to happenings in the sky. At his birth, wise 
men saw his star in the east, and followed it till it 
stood over where the young child was. “When they saw 
the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.” 
While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 
All seated on the ground; 
The angel of the Lord came down, 
And glory shone around. 


“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men.” 

At the beginning of his ministry, when Jesus was 
baptized of John in Jordan, “John bare record, say- 
ing, I saw the Spirit destending from heaven like a 
dove, and it abode upon him. And I knew him not: 
but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same 
said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit 
descending, and remaining on him, the same is he 
which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.” 

Luke in his account oi the transfiguration, telling of 
Peter’s speech as Moses and Elijah departed, says, 
“While he thus spake, there came a. cloud, and over- 
shadowed them: and they feared as they entered into 
the cloud. And there came a voice out of the cloud, 
saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him.” 

While our dying Saviour was redeeming us from 
the curse of the law, being made a curse for us by 
hanging on the tree, the very sky seemed to symbolize 
that which was taking place. We read: “And it was 
about the sixth hour, and there was a darkness over 
all the earth until the ninth hour. And the sun was 
darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in the 
midst.” The earthly veil had now lost its use. Our 
great High Priest was preparing to enter the true 
holy of holies in the heavens. It was fitting that a 
veil should be drawn across the sky. “Clouds and 
darkness are round about him: righteousness and judg- 
ment are the habitation of his throne.” “Christ is not 
entered into the holy places made with hands,” says 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, “which are the figures of 
the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the 
presence of God for us.’ 

At the close of_the forty days of appearing unto his 
disciples, after Christ was risen from the dead, “a 
cloud received him out of their sight. And while they 
looked stedfastly toward heavem as he went up, be- 
hold, two men stood by them in white apparel; which 
also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up 
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into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from 
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye 
have seen him go into heaven.” 

In his great Olivet discourse, speaking of things to 
come, our Lord said, “Immediately after the tribulation 
of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon 
shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from 
heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 
And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man. 
coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory.” a 
What wonders of ‘the sky are seen in the book of 
Revelation, from an opened door in heaven to falling 
stars, and that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descend- 
ing out of heaven from God, having the glory of God! 

From sunrise to sunset, and through all the livelon® 
night, the sky has its messages for us. “Day unto day 
uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowl- 
edge. There is no speech nor language, where their 
voice is not heard.” 

Poet and painter look to the sky for inspiration; and 
many a blessing comes to earth because the astron- 
omer scans the heavens with ‘scientific skill. When 
the great apostle of the Gentiles looked above him 
he found some of the great statements he needed for 
his revealing chapter on the ‘resurrection: “There is 
one glory of the sun, and another giory of the moon, 
and another glory of the stars: for one star differeth 
from another star in glory. So also is the resurrec- 
tion of the dead. It is sown a natural body; it is 
raised a spiritual body.” 

Two friends stood gazing enraptured at a gorgeous 
sunset as it cast its splendor over everything. Then 
one, in an awed whisper, was heard to say, “And the 
city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to 
shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and 
the Latnb is the light thereof.” 

It is true that it is possible for us to have our heads 
too much in the Goals, and to waste valuable time in 
mere star gazing. Mariana, the Jesuit historian, writes 
of Alfonso the Wise, of Spain: “He was a man of 
great sense, but more fit to be a scholar than a king; 
for whilst he studied the heavens and the stars, he lost 
the earth and his kingdom.” There is also a kind 
of spiritual searching of the skies which neglects obe- 
dience to our Lord’s command, “Occupy till I come.” 
But doing business for our Master in his absence is 
not inconsistent with the other command, “And when’ 
these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and 
lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.” 
“But the day of the Lord,” says Peter, “will come as 
a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall 
pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall 
melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works 
that are therein shall be burned up. Seeing then that 
all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of 
persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and 
godliness, looking for and_hasting unto the coming 
of the day of God ...? Nevertheless we, according 


to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, 
wherein — righteousness.” 





Are Salvation and Surrender the Same? 


Not long ago a well-known organization of young 
people held a convention in this state. Several young 
people accepted Christ as their Saviour. Others, who 
had already accepted him, fully surrendered themselves 
to him. I cannot see any difference between the two 
things, for the acceptance of Christ as Saviour, I 
thought, implied a one hundred percent surrender to 
him, and I have thought that there is no salvation with- 
ut this. Will you please point out the difference?— 
A Puzzled California Reader. 


The Scriptures do not tell us to surrender to the 
Lord Jesus Christ and be saved. They do tell us to 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and be saved. Sur- 
render is doing something for God, — and that is never 
a condition of salvation. Belief is letting God do some- 
thing for us; and that alone is the condition of salva- 
tion, 

“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder- 
ness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: 

“That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have eternal life. 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should 
not Sg: but have everlasting life. ... 

e that believeth on him is not condemned: but 
he that believeth not is condemned already, because he 
hath not believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God” (John 3: 14-18). 

“If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 

“For with the heart man believeth unto righteous- 
1ess; and with the mouth confession is made unto sal- 
vation” (Rom. 10:9, 10). 

When the Philippian jailer cried out in agony to 
Paul and Silas, “What must I do to be saved?” the 

Spirit-given answer came, “Believe on the Lord Jesus 


. impotent because of his sins and 





Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house” (Acts 
16: 30, 31). 

As has been well said, the Gospel is not good ad- 
vice, but good news. Good advice tells us of something 
that we ought to do. Good news tells us of some- 
thing that has been done for us. And this is what has 
been done for us: the Son of God “his own self bare 
our sins in his own body on the tree” (1 Pet, 2:24). 
Thus he “was delivered for our offences, and was 
raised again for our justification” (Rom. 4:25). There- 
fore God says, “To him that worketh not, but be- 
lieveth on him that justifieth the ungodly, “his faith 
is counted for righteousness” (Rom. 4:5). 

As has often been pointed out, the unsaved, unre- 
generate man, who has no spiritual life in himself, 
but who is “dead in trespasses and sins” (Eph, 2: 1), 
cannot surrender to God. He has not the life and 
power to do that. There is only one thing he can do: 
in conscious sinfulness and helplessness, paralyzed and 
his sinful nature, 
dead as it is, he can only look unto God in faith, as 
the Israelites in the wilderness, bitten unto death by 
the fiery serpents, were told to look to the brazen ser- 

t that was lifted up in. their midst by Moses acting 
in accordance with God’s command. The look of faith, 
accepting Christ as the one who has borne our sins, 
the one who, although he knew no sin, was actually 
made to be sim for us (2 Cor. 5:21), is the way 
of salvation, To receive, by fajth, God’s gift of 
salvation and life through Christ’s death and res- 
urrection, is the only thing the unsaved man can do. 
But he can do that, and countless numbers to-day 
are rejoicing that they have done that, and were in- 
stantly born again, into the new, eternal life, by faith 
in Christ. 

Then, and then only, can one surrender his life to 
Christ. This comes out clearly in the first verse of 
the twelfth chapter.of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans. 
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He is writing, not to the unsaved, but to believers, 
those who have been born again through faith in 
Christ; and he says: 

“I beseech you therefore, brethren [the unsaved 
are not brethren, but bélievers are], by the mercies of 
God fonly those who are saved have received the 
mercies of God through the death and resurrection of 
Christ], that ye present your bodies a living sacri- . 
fice, ‘holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reason- 
able service.” 

That, after the new birth, is the next step in the 
Christian life. First salvation; then surrender. It 
would be cruel mockery to ask the unsaved person to 
surrender to God. But it is the logical, reasonable, 
natural thing to ask one who has received the mercies 
of God by taking Christ as Saviour, then to give him- 
self wholly to God. God has givem himself wholly to 
the believer; and God asks the believer to give him- 
self wholly to God. But first things must come first. 
We cannot give ourselves to God until we have let 
God give himself to us. “We love him, because he 
first loved us” (1 John 4:19); and we give ourselves 
to him, because he first gave himself to us. 

The man who is dead in trespasses and sins cannot 
yield himself unto God; but one who has been born 
again, and who, having been baptized by faith into 
the death of Christ and having been raised from the 
dead in union with Christ,—to all such comes the 
message: “Yield yourselves unto God, as those that 
are alive from the dead, and your members as instru- 
ments of righteousness unto God” (Rom, 6: 13). 

In the normal Christian life, surrender should im- 
mediately follow salvation. In a few, rare cases it 
does. The pity of it is that it is so seldom explained 
to the new-born believer, and as a consequence, many 
Christians live on for years, saved but unsurrendered, 
looking forward only to their salvation from hell, 
but knowing little of their salvation from sin. Let 
us make plain to others, and let us accept for ourselves, 
the unspeakable privilege of giving all that we are 
and all that we have to our Lord Jesus Christ, even 
as he has freely given us himself. 


=x 
Giving to Unsound Mission Boards 


I am writing you because I am in deep distress of 

spirit about the matter of giving to missions Ps 
my denominational boards (P 
I have read, heard, and had~ 1 
touching some returned teachers, from the 


leges, I am sure there are untrue miasipnaries on the inher OE 
field. - 


Up to this time I have tried to content ify self by giv- 
ing only to those missionaries whom I felt-to be’ true. 
But I have been quite shaken in my position by a con- 
secrated Christian friend who suggested that I was only 
releasing other funds to go to the unsound. She has 
withdrawn from the Presbyterian Church. That I think 
is quite fair, as she can’t give through its boards. 

I have been vice-president of the missionary society 
in my local church for some years. It will be up to me 
to'refuse or accept this office again in a few months; I 
do not know what to do. 

I can’t support an untruth in any land, but especially 
not in the foreign field.- Can you give me any data by 
which I may be guided in making a decision? I do 
want to do the will of my Father and have my part in 
the gathering out of the Body of Christ from the world. 
But I am much perplexed as to what is his will in this 
matter. 

I belong to The Sunday School Times family and 
thank God for such a publication in these dark days. 

If you can assist me I am sure you will. 


___ May God richly bless youu—A California Reader. 


Most denominational mission boards to-day are sup- 
porting, either at home or abroad, some unsound mis- 
sionaries. And most denominational mission boards 
to-day are supporting, both at home and abroad, sound 
missionaries. The proportion of the sound to the un-! 
sound varies greatly in different boards, and in dif-! 
ferent fields of the same boards. There are denomi-' 
nations in which the sound, true workers greatly out-' 
number the unsound; and ‘there are denominations in 
which the reverse is true. The wheat and the tares 
are intermingled, here as in the professing Christian 
Church in general. 

Therefore the question that is troubling this earnest. 
California reader confronts multitudes of other Chris- 
tians who have been increasingly forced to consider, 
it. The Sunday School. Times does not hesitate to say, 
concerning its own conviction, that while there are 
so many true, sound missionaries within the fold* of 
the denominational boards, having entered the service 
of the boards in good faith, and looking to the boards 
for their support, it is not only proper but a real duty 
to give to these boards. Drastic, precipitate action in 
cutting off all support does not commend itself as a 
general policy to those who thoughtfully study the 
situation. God may, indeed, lead individual Christians 
to concentrate their gifts in such independent, inter- 
denominational missions as are wholly sound, — and 
there is a blessedly increasing number of these. But 
the Times believes that God also leads many true 
Christians to give to both and to continue to give to 
the boards which include both the sound and the un- 
sound, until such, time as a further separation or 
cleavage may seem necessary. ¢ i 
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‘With Sir William Ramsay in Edinburgh | 


Conversations with a great scholar on our riches in God’s Word 





By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 














66 RINCES Street. and the Castle” means but 
one thing — Edinburgh—to any one who has 
ever lived there or been there. There is but 

one Edinburgh; no other city is like it, in the blended 

fascination of its beauty and dignity. There are other 
castles in Britain and elsewhere; and there are other 
main thoroughfares of beautiful cities; but Edinburgh 

Castle is all by itself, and Princes Street may weil 

be the envy of the rest of the world. This broad 

thoroughfare runs through the heart of the Scotch 
city, flanked on one side by shops, business buildings, 
hotels and clubs; and on the other by indescribably 
beautiful public gardens and, just beyond, the Gibral- 
tar-like rock crowned with the gray Castle that over- 
looks all. 3 ae 
It was in 1910, at the time of the World Mission- 
ary Conference, that we had first come to know Edin- 
burgh. Another visit followed in 1913, after the 

World’s Sunday School Convention in Zurich. Then 

the lapse of a dozen years, when the war changed the 

face of the whole world;.and last summer we were 
back in Edinburgh again, rejoicing to find Princes 

Street and the Castle and the rest of that glorious 

city unchanged even by a World War, though on every 

hand, there as elsewhere, are ineradicable scars of the 
tragedy, losses that can never be replaced. : 
But richer than the external beauties of the city 
are the human friendships that “Edinburgh” means 
to Mrs. Trumbull and myself. The fortnight’s visit 
in the home of Sir William and Lady Ramsay; the 
visits with their and our beloved friend, Professor 

A. H. Sayce; the fellowship in church and home and 

in the open with Graham Scroggie and his family, to- 

gether with many new contacts during two memorable 

Sundays of services in Charlotte Chapel; the renewing 









of old and treasured fellowship with Dr. and Mrs. 
~ William, 


+ and a Saturday evening in historic 
PWMission, of Moody and Sankey 
S experiences had included 


“only” how fich it would have been. 
A Delightful. Household 

Sir’ William Ramsay, loved and honored for. his 
rewarding researches in New Testament archeology 
and his staunch defense of the histories and characters 
of Luke and Paul, had just returned from his latest 
trip to Asia Minor, and’ he and Lady Ramsay graciously 
insisted on our making their home our own. It was not 
‘difficult to accept their invitation! We had been in their 
home before, and they had been in ours, in _Philadel- 
phia; and the intimacy begun years ago has been a 
very precious part of our lives. This summer’s visit 
was the best of all, with these dear friends, and in- 
cluded also their accomplished and delightful daugh- 
ters, Mary, Margaret, and Helena. Nan, the young- 
est, was away from home on her summer holiday. 
Lady Ramsay’s sister Miss "Marshall, who was “Aunt 
Hetty” to us all, was a charming part of the household, 
and took us into her own big heart as she entered into 
ours. A brilliant young son, is, was one of the 
life-sacrifices made in the war. The other son, An- 
drew, recently took his little family to South Africa, 
‘to enter upon more promising opportunities there than 
can be found to-day in troubled and uncertain Britain, 





-with her many and desperately unsolved problems, 


Can you imagine the table talk in the Ramsay home? 
The daughters, all university graduates; Lady Ramsay, 
her husband’s traveling companion and co-worker, -her- 
self an accomplished writer, as readers of The Sun- 
day School Times know; and Sir William, the true 
scholar and devoted Christian, speaking with quiet 
authority because he has made it his life work to know, 
not to guess, yet so modest, gentle, and humble that 
he enters into the lives of others in a way that makes 
them grateful. 

They all have convictions of their own, those Ram- 
says, and they don’t always agree with one another! 
Some one would voice an opinion at the table, in cam- 
ment on an item of news that Sir William might read 
from the morning paper, and some one else would ven- 
ture to differ; and then the open forum was open in- 
deed. The brilliant talk and counter-talk will not 
soon be forgotten; citations from history, from lit- 
erature, earnest expressions of personal conviction, 
and equally earnest differences. Sir William was just 
as liable as any one else to have his own modestly ex- 
pressed views cast to the wimds or torn to pieces, in 
perfectly good nature, while the American visitors 
listened ard reveled in it all. 

Helena’s profession is music; she has taught music 
in America and on the Continent; and her piano con- 
tributions, after dinner of an evening, were never to 
be forgotten. 

Lady Ramsay would reminisce, on this or that ex- 
perience she had run into im Smyrna or Konia, the 
New Testament Iconium. When she would finish her 


It is hard to get away from Scotland! The three 
travel sketches from the Editor of The Sunday 
School Times, published in these columns last 
summer, centered in that bonnie land, and the 
resuming of these glimpses of memorable experi- 
ences during that foreign trip finds us still there,— 
last week in Carluke, this week in Edinburgh. 
The next travel article, in an early issue, will 
give a last glimpse of “ Sunshine in Auld Reekie,” 
including further delightful fellowship with 
Scottish friends; then will follow stories of rare 
privileges in Keswick, Belgium, Italy, and home- 
ward across the ocean. 








story, there was nothing to do but to say, “Lady Ram- 
say, you must let us have that for The Sunday School 
Times.” And so her impressive account of “The Mir- 
acle’” came across the water and was given to the 
Times’ readers in an issue last summer (August 15). 

Sir Williant was very patient as I plied him with 
questions, at meal times and between meals, in season 
and out of season. It was interesting to notice how 
careful he was not to venture much of an opinion with- 
out verifying. what he might say. Oftem I felt guilty 
for the trouble I was causing, as he would drop what 
he was doing, or leave the dining-room table, to go 
to his great study on the second floor and find this 
or that volume to which he would refer, so as to re- 
move the matter from any doubt. 

I asked him, one day, what makes the real scholar. 

“Absolute devotion to the truth,” he replied. “The 
real scholar must master.the language with which he 
is dealing. Then he must interpret the authorities ac- 
curately. And I spent, my life as a professor in telling 
my students that the moral side of scholarship is more 
important than the intellectual side, — while the intel- 
lectual side is, of course, absolutely necessary.” 

Referring to a well-known British writer in Biblical 
matters, not now living, Sir William said one day: 
“Poor old —— tried to read everything, and he went 
‘wrong. Harnack once said to me, ‘How is it that 
—— has the time to waste on reading all those books ?’ ” 
In other words, Sir William was pointing out that 
mere reading, omnivorous, voluminous reading, does 
not make a scholar. There is such a thing as reading 
too much and thinking too little. “The true scholar,” 
he continued, “reads the text, and reads it over and 
over until he understands it.” 

We talked freely about the Bible, and inspiration, 
and the attacks of the destructive criticism. Professor 
Ramsay's studies in Germany, many years ago, led hitn 


originally to accept the positions of the destructivé . 


critics, and to discount the Bible history. He has told, 
in The Supday School. Times and in his books, how he 
discovered for himself, after passing through this 
stage in his own attitude, that the Bible could never 
be explained on that basis, and how his continued and 
ever more exhaustive studies of history, archeology, 
and the Bible have led him to a recognition of the fact 
that the Bible is what it claims to be, and that it vin- 
dicates itself when submitted to the severest scientific 
and historical ‘tests. He said to me, last summer: 

“There is no extra-Biblical text that has so many 
and so good authorities as,the New Testament. 

“The meaning of any passage in the New Testa- 
ment is so much bigger than the words, that you 
have to think a long time before you get it all.” 

When I asked, “Is it not divine inspiration that ac- 
counts for this?” he replied at once: “Yes. It could 
not be something brought out of a man’s inner con- 
sciousness. There is no other literature in which you 
can press so hard the meaning of the words. And the 
more you. press it, the more meaning you get.” 
Sir William’s Library 

Sir William’s study is an enormous room, the walls 
lined with book cases, and-here he can be alone with 
his books and papers to his heart’s content. I can 
never forget the privilege of being with him in that 
room, looking over his library with him, asking him 
questions, and having his own invaluable suggestions 
as to this or that book. I noticed on his shelves an 
old volume, James Smith’s “The Voyage and Ship- 
wreck of St. Paul,” to which readers of The Sunday 
School Times have been introduced by Mr. Philip E. 
Howard’s articles on Paul’s voyage, drawing on this 
volume. Sir William’s comment on the book is worth 
remembering. -“It is one of those books that has done, 
completely and forever, a particular piece of work. It 
will never need to, be done againi” 

Another volume that has been prized in the editorial 
library of The Sunday School Times for many years 
he spoke of highly, Hobart’s “The Medical Language 


‘of St. Luke.” He recommends, as useful and depend- 


- 


able, Alexander ‘Souter’s Pocket Lexicon to the Greek 
New Testament (Oxford University Press), 

Sir William does not like the grotesque, vernacular, 
or misleading translations of the Bible of which vari- 
ous specimens seem to be so popular to-day. His 
thought concerning the well-known critic, Dr. James 
Moffatt, whose new translations of both the New Tes- 
tament and the Old are having great prominence, is 
well known through a book that Sir William published 
more than a dozen years ago,” entitled “The First 
Christian Century.” It is a discussion of Dr. Moffatt’s 
“Introduction to the Literature of the New Testa- 
ment,” and it deals very frankly with what the arche- 
ologist and scholar believes to be some of the fun- 
damental mistakes of this Higher Critic. 

We had many a discussion, ‘in that household, 
about the strangely irreverent and far-fetched trans- 
lation, by Moffatt, of the passage at the end of the 
tenth chapter of Luke, where the Lord rebuked Mar- 
tha and commended Mary. This is Moffatt’s rendering: 

In the course of their journey he entered a certain vil- 
lage, and a woman named Martha welcomed him to her 
house. She had a sister called Mary, who seated herself at 
the feet of the Lord to listen to his talk. Now Martha was 
so busy attending to them that she grew worried; she 
came up and said, “Lord, is it all one to you that my 
sister has left me to do all the work alone? Come, tell her 
to lend me a hand.” The Lord answered her, ‘Martha, 
Martha, Mary has chosen the best dish, and she is not to 
be dragged away from it.” ‘ 


This, of course, is not translation at all; it inter- 
jects a paraphrase in unseemly language which even 
good taste would guard one against. I asked Sir Wil- 
liam on what grounds Dr. Moffatt could have thus 
translated the Greek. Days later he said to me, with 
a little smile, “You have given me a problem that I 
am unable to solve.” Then he explained — “How Dr. 
ong cage have translated that phrase in Luke as 

e did!’ 

It is true that Moffatt’s footnote, on this passage, 
explains: “I translate merida by ‘dish,’ to bring out 
the point and play of the saying. Jesus means that 
Mary has chosen well in selecting the nourishment of 
his teaching.” But a footnote explanation cannot jus- 
tify such unwarranted liberties with any translated 
text, even of uninspired literature such as Dr. Mof- 
fatt evidently considers the Bible. 


“The Faith of the Son of God” 


On one other point of New Testament truth I was - 


exceedingly grateful to have an authoritative expres- 
sion from Professor Ramsay. It is one that has been 
@much discussed by commentators, and it occurs in a 
passage that has meant so much to my own spiritual 
life that I have been eager to know the exact meaning 
of God’s Word. This is that marvelous verse in the 
second chapter of Galatians, which comes out unex- 
preety: as some one has said, like a diamond formed 
y the intense but righteous heat of Paul’s impas- 
sioned protest against the false teaching of Judaizers, 
who were trying to mislead the early Church into 
“another gospel, which is not another,” and trying to 
mingle’ works with grace as the way of salvation. “By 
the works of the law. shall no flesh be justified,” ex- 
claimed Paul. “For I through the law am dead to the 
law, that I might live unto God,” he went on; and 
then came that brilliant diamond of eternal truth: 


I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now Vive in the flesh I live by the faith of 
yo Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself 

on me. 


Surely that statement seems too wonderful to be- 
lieve, too good to be true! Js it literally true? Yes, 
it is the inviolable Word of God. Can we claim the 
faith of the Son of God, working in our behalf, and 
thus keeping us moment by moment in “the life that 
is Christ”? May I indeed live by the faith of the Son 
of God, or must I live by my own faith in the Son of 
God? The American Standard Version makes that 
change, and reads, “atid that life which I now live 
in the flesh I live in faith, the faith which is in the 
Son of God.” 

It is evident that there is a real difference bere, and 
I sought Sir William’s help as to the meaning of 
the genitive case of “the Son of God,” as occurring 
in the Greek text. His answer was reassuring: 

“It is not possible to translate this genitive as mean- 
ing. faith in Christ. Evidently the meaning is, ‘I 
live by the faith which belongs to, is the possession of, 
the Son of God.’ The only possible meaning is that it 
is Christ’s faith operative in our behalf. 

“There is another reading, found in the Vatican 
Manuscript, one of the earliest and greatest; and in 
the early Latin Version, of the Second Century.;-and 
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it is this: the faith ‘of God and Christ,’ — meaning 
the faith of Him who is both God and Christ.” 

So we may indeed fling ourselves upon the Lord Jesus 
Christ, in recognized helplessness even in the matter 
of our faith. His faith is the secret of our faith. If 
we have received him as Saviour, we have died with 
him, we have been raised from the dead with him; 
Christ lives in us, and we now live this supernatural, 
victorious, Christ-life by the faith of the Son of God. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


And this is confirmed by two other words of the Holy 
Spirit through Paul: “Not having mine own righteous- 
ness ... but that which is through the faith of Christ, 
the righteousness which is of God. by faith” (Phil. 
3:9). “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and 
~ not of yourselves: it is the gift of God” (Eph. 
2:8). 

“Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift!” 
PHILADELPHIA. 








Leaves from a grandmother's 
** faith walk’’ journal 








When “Daily Light” Brought Comfort 


By Florence D. Smith 








Readers of The Sunday School Times will recall the story of how ‘‘ Daily Light’’ came into being. It was told 
in The Sunday School Times of October 6, 1923. Since it was first issued over a generation ago, countless 
multitudes of have used this little book of morning and evening daily Scripture readings with blessings, 


many of wh 
privileged to make 


an appropriate gift for the coming year. 


will never be known this side of the Gloryland. The Sunday School 
nipwn a number of instances where God has used ‘‘ Daily 
comfort his children and this fresh testimony to the blessing that came from its 


Times, however, has been 
ht’’ in a marked way to guide and 
ripture selections may suggest it as 


** Daily Light’’ has been translated into twenty-three or more languages 


and dialects, and may be had in various bindings and sizes, from Samuel Bagster and Sons, Lid., 15 Paternoster 
Row, London, England ; or from James Pott and Company, 214 East Twenty-third Street, New York City. 


seventy-three you are not to picture a frail, 
dependent, chimney-corner grandmother. True, 

she is a grandmother, and bright young grandchildren 
write her long letters weekly. They tell her their 
most intimate personai affairs, and urge grandma to 
come for long visits of indefinite months’ duration. 
She looks much younger than her years, and the abun- 
dant waves of hair above the placid brow show not a 
strand of gray. Cheerfully and capably she is earning 
her living, and her normal activities are those of her 
friends of fifty. f 

Long evenings we spent before the fire talking 
chiefly of our experience of proving the Lord in a walk 
of faith; rather, she talked and I listened, for although 
I had had sweet glimpses of what the Lord will do for 
those who take him at his word, 1 was newer in the 
way, while she had marched with triumphant tread 
along the highway of divine guidance through a long 
pilgrimage. : 

A few years prior to the period in her life of which 
I write she had been sweetly converted, later spending 
nine months under a sound and deeply spiritual Bible 
teacher. Thereafter her story might be called the 
“journal of a faith walk.” In answer to simple, trust- 
ful asking, her God had provided a home when she 
was homeless, money when she was penniless, healing 
when she was sick unto death, food when there was 
none in the house. He had led dear ones to himself 
who had long scorned her _— and entreaties, and 
granted blessed ministry to others in response to 
“prayer of faith,” unnumbered times. Many of thése 
experiences would make an inspiring record, but this is 


W sce I tell you in the beginning that she is 


to recount particular instances when “Daily Light” ;- 


proved such a marvelous source of strength and com- 
fort. 

The telegram which had summoned her back from a 
happy sojourn among congenial Christian friends in 
the southland reversed the whole current of her life. 
It was not back to the comfortable home she had left 
a few months before, where a servant was always em- 
ployed for cooking and housework; that was sacrificed 
to satisfy the claims of her husband’s creditors. In- 
stead she went to a lonely homestead which must be 
reached by a devious journey comprising railway, 
steamship and rowboat travel; once there it was a 
serious matter to consider going out again. é 

She could take few of her belongings, and the furni- 
ture in the little “shake house” was home-made. The 
only reading matter that went in with her was her 
Bible, “Daily Light,” and a copy of Moody and Sankey 
Gospel Hymns. She was there alone with her two 
little girls, and the days of her sorrow were indeed 
upon her; for the husband was a fugitive in Canada 
because of fraudulent transactions instigated by a 
syndicate of wealthy men, devised to rob the public 
domain. 

No newspapers penetrated to the little home, and 
she felt it was just as well, for at one time they blazoned 
forth the story of her husband’s disgrace, and the chil- 
dren must not know. Letters came from him at inter- 
vals, but they were satisfied with the extracts and 
messages she read to them, p 

The boy, several years older than his sisters, must 
be kept in school away from home, and find employment 
during vacations. They had two or three neighbors, 
too far away to be reached easily and of a class for- 
bidding intimacy, but needing her ministry often. 
Gradually she adapted herself to conditions that would 
have been extremely galling in the days when she had 
walked “after the flesh,” but now accepted with no 
thought of murmuring. 

In the earlier months of her stay on the homestead 
she was awakened one night by the roar of a terrible 
storm breaking upon them in full fury. As she heard 
one tree after another crashing to earth in the ad- 
joining tract of timber, she was gripped in a panic 


of fear. Only one tree, a giant fir, was near enough 
to crush the frail house should it also fail, and she 
sensed the direction of the gale and knew they were 
right in line to be under it if this shouid happen. 

One of the children awoke and cried out in fear, 
but was told to pray that the Lord would protect them. 
There was silence for a moment, then: “It’s all right 
now, mother! Jesus will take care of us,” and she 
went peacefully to sleep again. 

The mother reached out in the darkness for “Daily 
Light” and opened it, wishing she might flash on a 
light to seek comfort from its pages, fearing to light 
her oil lamp during the storm. She placed it, opened, 
under her pillow, and cried mightily to the Lord tc 
preserve them from harm. 

Presently the ominous rending sounds reached her 
straining ears that told her the big fir was actually 
being borne down before the wind; and as her thought 
flashed to the helpless littie ones in its path she was 
overwhelmed for an instant—then the miracle “hap- 
pened,” both outside and within—for she suddenly 
fouuid herself praising the Lord for deliverance, like 
Jehoshaphat’s army in Second Chronicles 20, before 
the huge tree reached the ground with a crash that 
shook the earth violently around . them. 

When daylight came she took “Daily Light” from 
under her pillow to see what message might have 
come to her in her distress. It was open at October 
fifth, and. she read: “Call upon me in the day of trou- 
ble: I -will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me” 
(Psa. 50:15); “Lord, thou hast heard the desire of 


«the. humble: thou wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt 


cause thine ear to hear” (Psa. 10:17). 

They went outside to find the litter of fallen branches 
everywhere. Not less than a dozen trees had fallen within 
a limited half-circle from the house, every one lying 
in a straight line with the course of the wind’s veloc- 
ity, except the huge fir! Had it fallen in line with its 
fellows, it would have crushed the frail shelter like 
an egg shell. Instead it was turned aside at a sharply 
different angle that permitted its longest branches to 
clear their walls. . What a lesson it was for the chil- 
dren! And how they praised the Lord together, real- 
izing that the force which had felled the sturdy tree 
had been restrained from demolishing the insecure 
house that sheltered them. 

She would have none think she ever opened the lit- 
tle book “at random.” These were crisis times. She 
must have help; and God was her Helper. So with 
desperate prayer she sometimes sought comfort in this 
way, but never as a matter of chance. 

A year passed, spring had come again, and the lit- 
tle girls looked forward eagerly to when the boy would 
come home to be with them for a time. At last school 
closed, and they began watching at the boat landing, 
but a week went by and he did not appear; another 
week, and no news from him The mother became 
alarmed~and had a relative make search for him in 
the city where it was learned that he had gone away 
at the close of school, buying a ticket to a distant part. 
of the state. He was her husband’s son by a former 
marriage, but the tie between them had always been 
one of warmest devotion on the part of both... He had 
always been so considerate of them that the hurt of 
his neglect, together with concern for his welfare, 
caused her keenest distress, and the little ones were 
desolate. 

He had been gone a month, and one sleepless night 
she long cried and prayed to God for him, and for 
herself. Opening her “Daily Light” again in search 
of comfort from the Word, her eyes at once fell on 
this in the center of the page: “What aileth thee, 
Hagar? fear not; for God hath heard the voice of 
the lad where he is. And God opened her eyes, and she 
saw a well of water” (Gen: 21:17, 19. Dec. 21, eve- 
ning). { 

Oh, how it lifted her spirit! She was comforted 


- 
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now, and the peace that passeth all understanding filled 
her heart again. No more fretful crying. God had 
spoken; and she could trust him to care for the boy. 

But the summer wore away and she must. continue 

to trust without news from him, until in November a 
letter came. It explained why he had gone —how he 
hated the long tramps with the surveying crew, and 
being asked to run errands for the men working after 
hours when he was as tired as they. He had not pros- 
pered greatly, and between the lines she read a desire 
to come back. In answer:she did not upbraid him 
but lovingly urged him to come home. “: 
_ There was another period of silence, then one morn- 
ing about a month later on taking up “Daily Light” 
she read under September 16: “Weeping may-‘endure 
for a night, but joy cometh in the morning” (Psa. 
30:5), and the Holy Spirit witnessed sweetly and un- 
mistakably to her that this was her message. Calling 
the girls she said: “Willie is coming home to-day, 
and you. may watch for him down at the landing.” 
Sure enough! Ina few hours a boat was seen coming 
across the water, and the prodigal was welcomed home. 
_ In the first long talk they had she told -him how 
it was revealed to her that morning that he would 
come. He well remembered her dependence on the 
Word for light and comfort, and reaching out for 
“Daily Light” Himself he opened it at December 31, 
and read this: “The Lord thy God bare thee, as a man 
doth bear his son, in all the way that ye went, until 
ye came into this place” (Deut. 1:31), and another: 
“This God is our God for ever and ever: he will be 
our guide even unto death.” He was visibly affected 
as he silently showed her the page and went outside 
with his sisters. ; 

Her husband’s operations had never been understood 
by her, for he was reticent concerning his business. 
As has been said a group of wealthy men composed 
the syndicate which had employed him, for salary and 
commissions, to secure fraudulent entries to govern- 
ment lands. One of them was governor of a large 
eastern state; and one a United States senator, and 
others high in political circles in their own western 
state. 

Their attorney advised him to submit to arrest, 
promising that when he should be arraigned the com- 
pany would furnidh bail. He did so, but when he ap- 
peared in court they utterly failed him, and he had now 
been a prisoner in Washington, D. C., for several 
months, 

From the first, the burden on her heart- for his sal- 
vation exceeded the concern she felt over the sorrow 
he had brought upon himself and upon her. If he 
could be brought to surrender to the Lord she felt 
that the difficulties he faced might somehow be wiped 
away. Ceaselessly she prayed for him, and once, late 
into the night, this mounted to an agony of intercession. 

Suddenly the burden lifted—and she knew she 
had “prayed through”; she retired to rest but could 
hardly wait for the opportunity to get a letter off to 
him next morning. 

Then she earnestly besought the Lord to give her 
a definite message from the Word for her husband. 
Turning to “Daily Light,” again it seemed opened for 
her at July 11, and she reverently read: “I am with 
thee to save thee.” “Shall the prey be taken from 
the mighty, or the lawful captive delivered? But thus 
saith the Lord, Even the captives of the mighty shall 
be taken away, and the prey of the terrible shall be 
delivered: for I will contend with him that contendeth 
with thee” (Jer. 15:20; Isa. 49: 24, 25). 

She knew her Lord well enough to be sure of her 
ground and there was a ring of certainty in the appeal 
that went to him the next day, on the authority of the 
Word of God. Thirty-five years have passed, but she 
remembers the wording of that letter and his answer. 
Lovingly she reminded him of his having served the 
Devil all his life, “and you see what it has brought 
you to. Will you not now turn and serve a new Mas- 
ter, the Lord Jesus Christ, and see what he will do 
for you, for you see by the message he gave me for 
you that he will deliver you.” 

With the rest of faith in her heart she sent the let- 
ter, and promptly the answer came back. He told 
her how he had become burdened about his own soul, 
and had asked them to get him a Bible. He knew 
he should pray, but, had never learned how, so he com- 
mitted to memory the Lord’s Prayer, repeating it 
over and over as he lay on his bed, but it did not 
bring comfort. Perhaps it was the very hour she was 
“praying through” on the lonely homestead in the West 
that something seemed to say, “Get down on your 
knees!” He did so, finding some words of his own 
to seek pardon and peace, and it was granted him. He 
wrote: “I’ve done as you asked me to, and I know now 
yhat Jesus in my Saviour.” The joy this brought to 
her was compensation for much of her suffering. 

The details of what transpired in Washington in 
the months that followed are vague to her, but the 
outcome reminds one of: “And the angel of the Lord 
did wondrously ; and Manoah and his wife looked on” 
(Judges 13:19). The facts are, that a Christian man 
whom he had never seen arranged to provide the ten 
thousand dollars bail that secured his liberty; another 
Christian man, this one high in government Circles, 
invited him to his own home where he was a guest 
for several weeks, and a Christian lawyer volunteered 
to plead his case. It was five months before he was 
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«death ten.. years - later. L pra 
..through for him, he is now. awaiting her coming in a 
_ place prepared, a City that hath foundations. 
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free to come back to. them, — but what a chastened, =Y 
. Changed, and humble man he was. 


He was “born 
again”; a new creation, and old things had indeed 
passed away. ' . ; 
They moved back to the city shortly after his re- 
turn. The long months of strain had undermined his 
health which was never fully regained before his 
But.. because. she had _ prayed 
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Will You Help with Arousiag’s Education? 


ANY readers of The Sunday School Times will 
recall the appealing and thrilling story of the 
little Armenian girl, Arousiag Stepanian, told by Major 
en Trowbridge, as_far back as the year 1920, 
in The Sunday School Times of January 17 of that 


year. : 

The story had a very wide reading at the time, 
and many friends came forward with generous con- 
tributions for the support of Arousiag, in the midst of 
the dangers and. uncertainties of life in the Turkish 
domain, where Armenians were suffering so terribly, 
and where there was such wide-spread need of help. 

Since 1920, Arousiag has been supported by the 
readers of The Sunday School Times. Sheehas been 
wonderfully cared for in mission schools, and has 
been especially trained, protected, and greatly blessed 
in the American School at Scutari, just outside of Con- 
stantineple. 

Conditions in Turkey, with reference to mission 
schools, and Arousiag’s own longing to continue her 
education, under circumstances where she could receive 
for missionary work among her own 
people, have led to her coming to America, as readers 
of The Sunday School Times have been told in the 
brief article in the issue of August 8, 1925. 

Dr. Loyal L. Wirt, of Pasadena, Cal., who had met 
Arousiag during ‘his visits in the Near East, as a 
commissioner of the Near East Relief, and had taken 
a great interest in her case, arranged for the neces- 
sary governmental papers through the State Depart- 
ment to bring her to America, as a student, and ac- 
cordingly Aroitsiag came over in the summer, with two 
missionaries, and was received in New York by Mr. 


D, T. Richman, Assistant Treasurer of The Sunday 
School Times y, who had been in close touch 


with her. case from the beginning. : 
When=-Arousiag arrived in America, The Sunday 


. School Times assumed responsibility for her support, 


knowing that its readers would be only too glad to 
continue their interest in this brave and consecrated 
young girl, who has thus come to be among us for the 


- completion of her education. Under the rules of our. 


government, she cam remain here only as a student, 
and must report each year, during her. student experi- 
ence, to: the Department of Labor, in order that the 
Department may know that she is faithfully follow- 
ing the regulations that govern her presence here. ~ 

When the question of the exact school to which she 
should go was under consideration, a number of in- 
stitutions were held’ in mind, but it was finally de- 
cided that Arousiag should go to the Philadelphia 
School. for Christian Workers, under the direct care 
of Deaconess Elizabeth James, and the general super- 
intendency of the Rev. Dr. Charles E. Bronson. 

Since Arousiag entered the school in September, 
the wisdom of this choice has been amply justified. 
She is very happy there with the friends who are in 
training for Christian work, and through the thought- 
fulness of Miss James and the generosity of the 
Friends Select School in Philadelphia, she is continu- 
ing her high school studies, and is taking an excellent 
stand in this as well as in the work that she is doing 
in the training institution. — 

It will now require five or six hundred dollars a year 
for Arousiag’s support, and many readers of The Sun- 
day School Times will doubtless be glad to contribute 
to the education and training of this consecrated, ear- 
nest, and able young girl, who. endears herself to all 
of those in any group to which she is introduced. For 
a time during the summer she was a guest at the mis- 
sionary home of the China Inland Mission in German- 
town, Philadelphia, Pa. When she left there to enter 
the school, the friends in the mission home were de- 
cidedly regretful to have her leave, because of the 
spirit of appreciation and helpfulness and glad-hearted 
Christian living that she had shown while there. The 
‘Sunday School Times gladly suggests to its readers 
a liberal continuance of her support with the expecta- 
tion that in due time she will be well prepared to re- 
turn to her own land for work among her own people. 

Contributions should be sent to Philip E. Howard, 
Trustee, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. Mr. How- 
ard is the President of The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, and administers this fund as Trustee. Contri- 


_ butions should be indicated as for the Arousiag Fund, 


A helpful book on Primary Department work, to 
read in connection with the above article is “Our Pri- 
mary Department,” by William D. Murray. It may 
be had from The Sunday School Times Compgny, 
Philadelphia, at 75 cents. 
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Using three methods to drive home Bible truths 











How I Teach an Adult Class 


By Alice M. Williams Linsley 














When, from nearly two hundred articles submitted to The Sunday School Times by active Sunday-school teachers 

and workers in a prize competition, twenty-three were selected to constitute the book, ‘‘ Preparing and Teaching the 

Lesson, * this article was one of those chosen. The book may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 
Philadelphia, for $1. 


Y CLASS is composed of both men and women, 

ranging in age from. twenty-five to forty-five, 

and has.an average attendance of about fifty. 
The membership includes men of several different call- 
ings, and women in business life as well as home- 
makers, so that the members differ somewhat widely 
in interests and degrees of intellectual and spiritual 
culture. It is ‘my purpose to make the teaching profit- 
able to all, but especially to avoid the introduction of 
— beyond the range of the more meagerly edu- 
cate 

We confine ourselves to the use of the Bible in class. 
Although I conscientiously study all the commentaries 
and -heips available to me, and encourage the class to 
do so in preparation of the lesson, I never bring to 
the class any of these books or periodicals, but stand 
before it with the Book itself, and only incidentally 
and sparingly quote from, or cite, other authorities. 
Although I make free use of allusions. to history, liter- 
ature, and current events, especially those concerned 
with missionary activities and religious movements, as 
well as to familiar matters of science or art, it is 
only by way of introduction or-illustration. We never 
employ the lesson time, or any part of it, for anything 
but actual Bible study. We hold ourselves quite closely 
to the text of the lesson, with the Scripture bearing 
upon it and leading up to it. For instance, jon a cer- 
tain Sunday we did not study the general subject, 
“Isaiah’s Ideal for a World at Strife,” using the les- 
son text as illuminative of that subject; we devoted 
our attention primarily to the text itself and endeavored 
to discover the prophet’s message from it. We find 
that this close adherence to ‘the Scripture passage 
chosen for the lesson tends to prevent the introduc- 
tion of irrelevant subjects and: superficial and unprofit- 
able discussions. — 

I always make some assignment of the lesson be- 
forehand, sometimes in the form of general questions 
for all the class to look wp, sometimes dividing the 
members into groups and assigning.a topic to a group. 
Ofter I ask certain ones privately to prepare a pres- 
entation of some part of the lesson, thus using the 
element of the unexpected to attract. interest: Once 
we had a short, informal debate on Paul’s attitude ow 
the: question of John Mark versus that cof. Barnabasii 


I always write out the assignments on ‘the blackboard: 


or on slips of paper. 


ges 
I secure the interest of the class at the beginning, « 


sometimes by a startling statement, an unexpected 
question, or a touch of humor, Or, if anything has 
taken place in the opening exercises of the school to 
cause any preoccupation of their minds, or if for any 
reason the mood of the class is not attentive and rev- 
erent, I ask all to bow in silent prayer for a moment 
before I begin to teach. 

I use one of three methods in teaching a lesson: 
Questions and answers, topical discussions by differ- 
ent members, or a modified lecture method, interspers- 
ing my remarks with an occasional question, 

A lesson on Naaman the leper I taught, as I recall, 
almost entirely by questions and answers based on 2 
Kings 51-15, substantially as follows: 

What facts have we in the first verse about Naaman? 

Which is the most striking? 

Of what spiritual disease does leprosy remind us? 
(A member of. the class previously notified, here 
=—- out seven resemblances between leprosy and 
sin. 

Did Naaman know he was a leper? We have here 
then in type, a sinner conscious of his sin. 

Is consciousness of sin a necessary step in the prog- 
ress toward salvation? 

Who is introduced in the second verse? 

What part has she in Naaman’s cure? Did she 
know all about Elisha, how he might be reached and 
how he performed his cures? 

Is it necessary to know theology and be able to ex- 
plain deep spiritual matters in order to point any one 
to the Saviour? 

Who is introduced in verse four? 

Do we willingly serve us a mere messenger or a 
mere link in the chain when opportunity offers? 

What did Naaman take with him? 

What does many a sinner try to offer in return 
for salvation? (Wealth, education, morality, good 
standing, and the like.) 

To whom did Naaman first go? 

Do some turn to the church, or even a lodge, to sat- 
isfy their spiritual natures, instead of to the Saviour? 
In verse 9, however, Naaman comes to the right place, 
though not in the right spirit. 

Why did Elisha not come out as Naaman expected? 





Why did Elisha say “seven times” and “in Jordan”? 

Why was Naaman “wroth”? 

Is it. the same feeling that makes’ a moral man: or 
refined woman ofthe world resent the “mourners’ 
bench” or the public confession? 

What part do the servants play in verse 13? 

Are we sometimes called upon for a like task? 

_I then described as dramatically as I could Naaman’s 
dipping in Jordan, his probable feelings as time after 
time he humbled himself with no apparent result, his 
joy after complete obedience. I-called attention: to 
the force of the simile “as a little child.” 

Then very quietly and earnestly I made it personal. 

Have you, e one of you, come “clean through”? 

Or because peace did not come immediately, have 
you ceased praying as Naaman might have stopped at 
the third dipping? And is that all of the story? 

What did Naaman do after his cleansing? Have 
you done this? 

Or have you as yet made no confession of the sal- 
vation you know you have received, have yow ren- 
dered no real thanks? ~ 

We then closed with prayer for any present who had 
not yet taken all the steps, and offered ourselves anew 
as Christians to be used in helping such. 

I have never led the class in a lesson which gave 
evidence of making a deeper impression than this 
exceedingly simple presentation. 

In asking the general questions I usually address 
them to the whole class and if after a slight pause no 
voluntary answer is forthcoming, I call some one by 
name, most often some person who seldom offers a 
remark. The quiet or backward ones can often be 
drawn into taking part by being asked to-read the 
references which I occasionally call for. 

The topical method works -out well for Review 
Sunday with us. The best review we have ever had 
was upon one occasion when I asked every one: to 
mention the lesson of the Quarter which helped him 
most and tell why. Then two members discussed 
topics given them a fortnight in advance: “The Mean- 
ing of the Miracles of Elisha” and “A Comparison of 
the Work and Character. of Elijah and Elisha.” 

I take great care in the selection of the persons re- 
quested to give such discussions, that no ill-advised 
or harmful remarks be made by those out of sympathy 
with the things of the Spirit. 

Often the topical method is goodyfor presenting the 
introduction or background of the ‘lesson. While we 
were studying the lessons on Paul, I assigned at times 
the geography of the lesson to one, points of history 
or custom to another, and so on. A map drill con- 
ducted by a capable member is a fine feature. Some- 
times I asked a person or a group to trace certain 
characters through a series of lessons and present a re- 
port— upon Timothy, or Priscilla, for instance. 

For such a lesson as the one on Amos, I use the 
lecture method; for in my class, as in perhaps every 
typical Sunday-school class, there are some who would 
know so little about the Book of Amos that the les- 
son passage could have very little meaning for them. 
I had some one report the known facts about Amos 
the man, and then I presented, as vividly as possible, 
a picture of his times, of the political situation, and 
the spiritual condition of Israel lying back of his mes- 
sage. I gave an outline of the Book of Amos, and 
read some of its finest passages, pointed out some of 
his most striking figures and dwelt on the spiritual 
import of two or three of his parables. By that time, 
the class was able to enter intelligently into a discus- 
sion of the lesson passage. We closed with an applica- 
tion to our own days and the extravagance, idleness, 
one selfish indifference of which we personally are 
gunity. 

Whatever else has to be omitted or passed over 
lightly for lack of time (we have a scant forty min- 
utes), I close my lesson with an appeal or application. 
I watch the time carefully, that we may not be cut 
off im the midst of things by the closing bell, and so 
fail to drive the nail home. 

This application is usually very homely, simple, and 
direct, dealing with what I conceive to be the. central 
spiritual truth of the lesson. I always pray especially 
for guidance in this. It is my endeavor to present 


. some saving truth in every lesson, to lead my class to 


see the Lord Jesus Christ as the center of all Scripture, 
to find in the obscurest portions and in the darkest 
annals of the Old Testament history some promise, 
or prototype, or prophecy, or foregleam of the world’s 
Redeemer, and to know him personally in full salva- 
tion and joyful service. 

Wuittier, CAL, 
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LESSON 2. JANUARY 10. FIVE MEN BELIEVE ON JESUS 
International Uniform Lesson.—John I : 19-51 
Golden Text.—Behold, the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world !—John 1 : 29 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By W. Graham Scroggie 


Foreword 


S YOU sit down to read this week’s portion and 

message, recognize that your doing so imposes 

a grave responsibility upon you, for the Word 
of God never leaves any one where it finds him. Di- 
vine revelation creates moral obligation; knowledge 
compels to choice and action; but, alas, the action may 
be foolish and the choice fatal, To see Jesus is to 
become a better or a worse man or woman. What will 
be the final effect upon you of this week’s lesson? 
Think, and pray. 


The Historical Setting 


The Prologue of this Record (1:1-18) is the 
earliest beginning of the Gospel story. It. takes us 
back into eternity and reveals the uncreated Son and 
all-creating Word, the Source of all light, and the 
Fountain of all life. It tells us that, but not how, the 
Word took human nature, that he might make the 
sinful sons of men holy sons of God; and we are 
shown how he was, im this world, both rejected and 
accepted. Only John gives these particulars. Also, 
from 1:19 to 4:54 is peculiar to this Gospel, except 
the three, verses, 4: 43-45. Much and precious in- 
formation, is vouchsafed unto us between verses 18 
and 19 of chapter 1, by the Synoptists, particularly 
Luke. Between these verses are to be found the An- 
nunciations of John and Jesus; their Births, Jesus’ 
infancy and early life in Nazareth; the Baptist’s min- 
istry, and the Baptism and Temptation of Jesus (Luke 
1 to 4:13; Matt. 1 to 4:11; Mark 1:1-13). Only 
John records the Baptist’s witness to Jesus, the calling 
of the first disciples, and the early Judean ministry of 
Jesus. This week’s lesson includes the first two of 
these three items. The year almost certainly is A. D. 
27. 

The Expository Meaning 

Verse 19—Jews. The nation generally (v. 31). 
More than seventy references to it in this Gospel. Sent. 
A deputation from the Sanhedrin, the chief ecclesias- 
am b coaale Who art thou? Literally, Thou, who art 
thou 

Verses 20, 21.—Mark John’s threefold denial — not 
the Christ, that is, the Messiah; not Elijah, who was 


; not the prophet, whom some’ 
See verse” 
25. The denials grow shorter as though John were® 


expected to rea 
identified with cael Me (Deut. 18:15). 


impatient of such questions. 

Verse 23.—I am [a] voice (Isa. 40:3). Relate the 
voice and the Word (v. 14). 

Verse 26—Whom ye know not. Compare verses 
31 and 33. The Jews and John were ignorant from 
different causes. 

Verse 27—A Jewish saying was, “Every service 
which a servant will. perform for his master, a dis- 
sag will do for his Rabbi, except loosing his sandal 
thong.” 

Verse 28.—Bethany, not Bethabara (A. V.), unless 
these were alternative names, 

Verses 20, 36.—The Lamb of God. The designa-. 
tion is of Hebrew origin (Exod. 12; Isa. 53). 
also, tabernacle in verse 14. Who takes away, by 
lifting and carrying (airo). The sin of the world! 
Think of it! Of the world, not of the Israelitish 
nation only. Compare verse 12. 

Verse 30.—Compare verses 15, 27. John always got 
behind Jesus. Do you? 

Verse 31.—Compare verses 25, 26, 28, 33. 
baptism was not Christian baptism. 
unto repentance. The latter is a confession of re- 

eration —I knew him not (v. 33). John knew of 
esus, but did not know that he was the Messiah until 
the event recorded in verse 32. 

Verse 32.—Bare witness. <A definite act of .witness- 
ing; to be distinguished from the general habit of 
witnessing indicated in verse 15. J saw, perfect tense. 
Literally, J have beheld, implying, not an accidental 
but an intentional look. I have beheld the Spirit. Com- 
pare Behold, the Lamb of God (vs. 20, 36). After 
the Lamb, the Spirit; after conversion, consecration. 

Verse 33.—Observe the Trinity here. He — that ‘is, 
God. The Spirit. Him—that is, Christ. Baptiseth 
with the Holy Spirit. Compare Spirit-baptism and 
Water-baptism. The former is an inward grace; the 
latter is an outward form. Either may be known with- 
out the other. 

Verse 34.—Son of God. Compare the Word (v. 1), 
the Light (vs. 7, 8), the only begotten Son (v. 18), 
the Lord (v. 23), Jesus (v. 29), the Lamb of God 
(v. 29), Rabbi (v. 38), the Messias (v. 41), Son of 


John’s 
The former was 


\ 


Devotional Reading: Isaiah 53 : 4-12. 
i ic: Five Men Follew Jesus. 
ee ns Meomsaht cite inn, tal Job 
erse: Jesus saith unto him, Follow me.—John 1 : 43. 
i iv Po Follow Jesus. on 
: John x : 35-49. 
Intermedia and Suaior Topic ; Seckine id Jesus. 
ate ite 3 
Tope for Young People and’ Aduin: Bringing Others te Christ, 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 35-49 


35 Again on the morrow John was standing, and two of 
his disciples; 36 and he looked upon Jesus as he walked, and 
saith, Behold, the Lamb of God! 37 And the two disciples 
heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. 38 And Jesus 
turned, and beheld them following and saith unto them, 
What seek ye? And they said unto him, Rabbi (which is 
to say, being interpreted, Teacher), where abidest thou? 39 
He saith unto them, Come, and ye shall see. They came 
therefore and saw where he abode; and they abode with 
him that day: it was about the tenth hour. 4 One of the 
two that heard John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He findeth first his own brother 
Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messiah 
(which is, being interpreted, 1 Christ). 42 He brought him 
unto Jesus. Jesus looked upon him, and said, Thou art 
Simon the son of 2 John: thou shalt bs called Cephas (which 
is by interpretation, * Peter). 

43 On the morrow he was minded to go forth into Galilee, 
and he findeth Philip: and Jesus saith unto him, Follow 
me. 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, of the city of An- 
drew and Peter. 45 Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith 
unto him, We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, 
and the prophets, wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 
Joseph. 46 And Nathanael said unto him, Can any good 
thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, Come 
and see. 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith 
of him; Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile! 48 
Nathanael] saith unto him, Whence knowest thou me? Jesus 
answered and said unto him, Before Philip called thee, when 
thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee. 49 Nathanael an- 
yom him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art King 

Israel. 


2That is, Anointed. Comp. Psa. 2:2. 2Gr., Joanes, 
Called in Matt. 16:17, Jonah. ® That is, Rock or Stone. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








God (v. 49), the King of Israel (v. 49), the Son of 
man (v. 51). 

Verse 35.—On the morrow. Mark the chronology 
of this narrative. An exact diary is kept of the events 
of. a week, great days, all of them. First day, verses 


y19-28; second day, verses 29-34; third day, verses 


5139; fourth day, verses 40-42; fifth day, verses 43° 
§1;. sixth day, 2:1-11. Following days, :2: 12. : 
‘ou keep record of God’s dealings with you? George 
Miitler did. John, that is, the Baptist. Two of his 
(the Baptist’s) disciples; that is, Andrew (v. 40), and 
John (the Apostle; comp. 18:15; 19:26, et al.). 

Verse 37.—They followed Jesus. The first two of 
the five disciples in this chapter who followed Jesus, 
Name the other three. 

Verse 38.—Following. “Then shall we know if we 
follow on to know the Lord.” Being interpreted. John 
writes for a Greek public (see 41, 42). here abtdest 
thou? It was not a passing word, but a conversation 
that these men wanted with Jesus. Abide is one of 
John’s great words (chap. 15). 


Verse 39.—Come, and ye shall see (erchesthe kot 


opsesthe). Mark the change of tense in verse 46— 
Come and see (erchow kat ide). The true way to 
judge of Christianity is to test it out. The knowledge 
of God is solely by personal experience: “O taste and 
see that the Lord is good.” The tenth hour. Four 
o'clock in the afternoon. How momentous an hour 
was that, when were created the first two members of 
the Christian Church! They abode with him that day. 
John never forgot that evening, and his and Andrew’s 
conversation with Jesus. The result of it is stated in 
verse 4I. 


Verse 40.—Trace Andrew in Scripture and tradition, 
Read Keble’s Hymn on St. Andrew’s Day. 

Verse 41.—First. This may mean that Simon was 
found before Philip and Nathanael were found; or, 
that Andrew found his brother before John found his 
(see. variation in Greek text). The Messiah. Found 
in the New Testament only here and in 4:25. Found, 


This is a chapter of discoveries; found or findeth- 


occurs five times. 


Verse 42—Cephas, Aramaic; Petros (Peter), 
Greek; meaning a piece of rock. Jesus never called 
him Cephas, nor Peter; Paul only called him Cephas. 
The call of these two men is here to discipleship, and 
not to apostleship (see Matt. 4: 18-22; Mark 1: 16- 
20; Luke 5: 1-11). 

Verse 43.—On the morrow, See verse 35. Was 
minded. Desired. Philip, See 635-73 12:21; 14: 
5-9. 


Verse 44.—Bethsaida, On the west of the Sea of 
Galilee. Here distinguished from a town of that name 
on the east side of the Jordan. 

Verse 45.—Nathanael; that is, Bartholomew; always 
associated with Philip in the lists of the Twelve. We 
have fownd. Compare Philip's statement with An- 
drew’s in verse 41. The law, and the prophets; that 
is, the Old Testament. The Son of Joseph. This is 
a mistake on the part of Philip. Perhaps at that time 
the history of the infancy was not known. 

Verse 47.—An Israelite indeed; that is, there was 
no Jacob element in him (Gen. 32:28). 

Verse 48.—Nathanael’s question illustrates his guile- 
lessness. Under (hupo). Compare verse 50, under- 
neath (hupokato). I saw thee. The reply of Nathan- 
ael which follows gives to these words a double im- 
port; first, they refer to a definite event—to a time, 
apparently, when Nathanael was engaged in devout 
meditation or fervent prayer; second, Christ’s sight 
of him on that occasiom was due to His supernatural 
powers. 

_ Verse 49.—How great a confession! Mark the two 
titles, describing Christ essentially and officially; pre- 
historic, and historic, 

Verse 50.—Faith leads to larger and clearer Vision. 

Verse 51.—Verily, verily. Used only by John, and 
twenty-five times. -It means that what is said is 
doubly sure, coming as it does from the Father and 
the . J say unto you. Mark the note of author- 
ity here; and compare thus saith the Lord, Thou shalt 
see.. Compare I saw thee in verse 48. who are 
seen of him shall see. Heaven opened, that is, divine 
revelation. The — of God; recalling Jacob’s 
dream (Gen. 28). Seeing that the two great events 
of aay, ge are here — (Gen. 28 and 32), i 

—was on t story, in a ihood, sthat" Na 
had been meditating. Ascending and  dése 

Notice the order. It is Jesus who from . 
Heaven for men, and who obtains from: 


a 


itual blessings for men, The Son of man.-°This sup- 


lies what was lacking in Nathanael’s conception of 
esus (comp. v. 49). 
The Homiletical Form 
I, Tue Conression or JouN THE Baptist (v3. 10-36). 
1. To the Deputation from Jerusalem (vs. 19-28). 
2. To the Public in general (vs. 29-34). 
3. To Two of his own Followers ee 35, 36). 
II. Tae Catt or THE First Discretes (vs. 37-51). 
1, Of John and Andrew (vs. 37-40). 
2. Of Simon Peter (vs. 41, 42). 
3. Of Philip (vs. 43, 44)... 
4 Of Nathanael (vs, 45-51). 
The Topical Values 
John and Jesus (vs. 19-28).— 
Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
Look full in His wonderful face; 


And the things of earth will grow strangely dind 
In the light of His glory and grace. 


This is what the Baptist did, and proved, and so he 
claimed to_be nothing that he was not. If you would 
be simply honest you will often have to say, “J am 
not” (vs. 20, 21). John was not the revelation, but 
he was a voice giving the revelation flight. I would 
have you observe also that lie was not a gramaphone, 
He was his Master’s voice in a very different way. 
Are you one of Christ’s tones? 

Preparing the Way of the Lord (vs. 29-31).—John 
did this for Jesus long ago. We may and should do it 
for him to-day. Think of the many ways in which 
we may prepare the Lord’s way. By prayer, by wit- 
ness, by books, by personal dealing, by tian ex- 
ample, and in many other ways. Are you casting up a 
highway for his feet? 

The Messiah and the Spirit (vs. 32-34) —Consides 
the place of the Holy Spirit in Christ’s life and min- 
istry. By the Spirit he was begotten, endued for 
service, preached the Gospel, wrought miracles, died, 
was raised again, now teaches believers, and brings 
unbelievers to God. Find Scripture in evidence of 
each of these. seven facts. Distinguish between the 
fulness of the Spirit, which Jesus had from his birth, 
without measure and without intermission, and the en- 
duement of the Spirit for special ministry, which Jesus 
received at his Baptism. Dare you go forth to the 
service of God without that equipment which even 
Christ needed ? 

Behold the Lamb (vs. 35-37).—The business of thé 
Christian, worker is not to call attention to himself 
(vs. 19-23), nor to draw others to himself (vs. 35- 
37), but to point all to Jesus, and bid them follow him, 

€ you serving yourself, or Christ? 

Beiter Late Than Never (vs. 38, 39).—It is not too 
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Questions for 


Lesson for January 10 
John 1 : 19-1 


late at the tenth hour to enter into the fellowship of 
the Lord Jesus. John and Andrew were devout men 
before this event, but now they passed from the ex- 
ternals to the reality of religion. Are you following 
some thessenger of Christ’s, or Christ himself? Talk 
less about your favorite preacher, and more closely 
follow your divine Master. 

Fishers of Men (vs. 40-46).— He who has truly 
found Christ will find some one-to bring to him. These 
men turned from fishing for soles to fishing for souls. 
They embarked on larger waters for a larger catch. 
A good thing is worth telling and sharing. Perhaps 
it is always most difficult to bring your own people 
(v. 41) to Christ. You will have to live very well be- 
fore them to recommend him. Have you ever brought 
any one to Christ? 

Must I go, and empty-handed; 

Meet my dear Redeemer so? 

Not one soul with which to greet Him; 
Must I empty-handed go? 


Under the Fig Tree (vs. 47-51).—It was while medi- 
tating under a fig tree that Augustine heard the divine 
voice calling him to read; from which hour he dated 
his conversion. The trees make a good sanctuary for 
study and worship. Their shadow will not hide 
you from his sight. 


The Practical Aim 


Have you ever come to Christ? I do not ask, Are 
you a church-member? or, Are you a Sunday-school 
teacher? or, Do you attend Communion? All that 
may be true of you, and yet you may never have come 
to Christ. And if you have come to Christ, are you 
abiding with him? (v. 39.) Read John 15:1-8. All 
Christians have not learned the secret of abiding. It 
is not hanging on, but dwelling in. If you have come 
to him and are abiding in him, cannot but serve 
him. Clear vision will lead to holy passion, which will 
compel to, dynamic mission. 

Final Word 

Jesus began with five disciples. 
to-day in Heaven and on earth? “A great multitude, 
which no man can number, of all nations, and kin- 
dreds,.and people, and tongues.” The Lamb (v. 29) 
is conquering the Lion (1 Pet. 5:8). 

EprnpurcH, ScCoTLAND. 


How many has he 


we 
Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Professor Ellis, Mrs. 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried assign- 
ing some of the questions to different members of your 
class, st them see whether they can discover the 
answers as given in the following issue? 
PON what form of evangelism did Jesus set the stamp 
of his approval, through the very first acts of his own 
public ministry? 
2. What part had others in this first “personal work”: of 
our Lord’s? 
3. What testimony to the main purpose of John’s Gospel 
is found in the first chapter of the book? 
4. Why did the people ask if John the Baptist was Elias? 
(John 1 : 21.) 
5s. How did John announce the King? . 
6. To what Scripture, familiar to the people, did John 
the. Baptist. probably refer when he said, “Behold the Lamb 
of ” 


gy. What * principle of all true personal work did John 
the Baptist employ? 

8. What effect did John’s words have on his disciples? 

9. Why did John’s disciples ask Jesus where he dwelt? 

10. Did the two disciples act purely on impulse when they 
followed Jesus? 

11. Why did the Lord Jesus change Simon’s name? 

12. What two invitations in this chapter are identical in 
form? ; 

13. What Old Testament verse can you link with John 
1339? 

14. What seems to be the most convincing argument that 
the disciples used to draw others? 

1s. What was it that held them as disciples? 

16. What evidences of modesty on the part of the writer 
of the narrative appear? 

17, When do you think Jesus’ prophecy concerning him- 
self — verse 51-— was fulfilled? Z 

18, Give five reasons why Christians should engage ‘in 
soul winning. 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


A sienaners in Algiers, helped and encouraged 
by Mr. Howard’s book, “W hen the Days Seem Dark,” 
recently distributed more than forty copies im the 
stations of his mission and elsewhere. Perhaps the 
book, in these difficult days, might alsa be of use 
to some one you know. (The Sunday School Times 
Co., Philadelphia, $1.25.) 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Life Worth While.—What seek ye? .. . where 
abidest thou? (v. 38.) Did it ever strike you that this 
is a rather odd sort of repartee? What do you want? 
Where do you live? Come and see. Short, sharp, 
and decisive. Yet in this sententious way began one 
of the world’s great triumvirates, one that has had a 
part in changing the whole current of the world’s 
history and in the “re-borning”’ of millions of folks. 
One of these “seekers” wrote the greatest of the 
Gospels, that one of the “three sixteen.” Just two 
fishermen taking a day off and meeting up with Heaven 
on the road. When we start out in the morning we 
never know where we may arrive by night. ‘Boast 
not thyself,’ the Old Book says in both the Old and 
the New Testaments (Prov. 27:1; Luke 12:19; Jas. 
4:13). That is why every ay ae making his way 
through a veiled world should start the day by first 
securing the Guide. Think of any sane man going 
up into own mountains or down into unknown 
caves with only his own wits and smartness. The 
Guide says, “I am the light,” as we saw in our lesson 
last week. Have you noted that the least motion of 
the human soul Godward always gets Heaven’s notice? 
Just the cast of an eye will bring the heavenly smile 
of welcome. God is always a Lover in a quest for 
sweethearts, if I may be permitted to put it that way 
for the benefit of “sweet sixteen.” “What seek ye?” 
“Where abidest thou?” “Come and see.” Will you 
accept the gracious invitation and come live the life 
really worth while, in a world that needs noble Chris- 
tian men and women, oh, so sorely? 


Brothers.—He findeth first his own brother ... He 
brought him unto Jesus (vs. 41, 42). Any real brother 
will let “Peter” in on any. good thing he may discover. 
In fact, those families of boys which make for success 
are those where all pull together as one. “One for all 
and all for one,” I think is the slogan for it. “Andy” 
gets a good job. When he gets firmly settled in that 
job he begins to work the wires to land “Peter” in a 
good job, too. In the meantime he takes infinite pains 
to work “Peter” for the job. Such being the case in 
every normal family, why is it that when most “An- 
drews” find Jesus and take a steady job with him they 
are so reluctant and slow to say anything to “Peter” 
about the good fortune? Why this great difference 
between a secular and a religious | pom My 
Iron Rose men will probably give all sorts of answers 
to that question when I put it. to them. The real an- 
swer is easy. There is a Devil after all, and as brother 
“Andy” usually has a big pull. with brother “Peter,” 
Mr. Satan slaps on the holdin’ back straps and makes 
the job one of the hardest in evangelism: Our mother 
had seven sons. I am the oldest. Doctor Ridgway is 
the youngest. One day I went to him and said, “Doc, 
come.” He came. He has succeeded me as°superin- 
tendent of the Sunday-school and or years’ ‘we,have 
been working together, the “oldest son” and the s“sev- 
enth son” in the various religious activities: 6¢ the lit- 
tle old steel town. Doctor Ridgway, however, is. the 
‘Superintendent and boss. I merely hold the job under 
him as a teacher of an adult class. It was thus with 
Andrew and Peter. But neither Andrew nor I would 
have had it otherwise! 


To Beautiful.— Behold, an Israelite imdeed, in 
whom is no guile! (v. 47.) One day Mrs. Ridgway 
and I were at Coopersburg attending the great Jersey 
cow saie held there on Decoration Day each year. (No, 
I am not a cow fancier.) As I approached the porch 
upon which Mrs. Ridgway was sitting with some 
strange ladies, one of these ladies said to her com- 
panion, making a gesture toward me, “Here comes a 
man with a good face.’ Now mark you, she did not 
say, “Here comes a man with a good-looking face.” 
Alas, she couldn’t say that, and if she had, I wouldn’t 
rint it. ° But it is my highest ambition, as it 

be yours, to have such a face that little chil- 


dare 
shoul 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 





First Quarter 
1. January 3.—The Son of God Becomes Man...John 1 : 1-18 
2. January 10.—Five Men Believe on Jesus ....John 1 : 19-5t 
3. January 17.—Jesus and Nicodemus 
John 3: 1-17; 7 : 45-52; 19 : 38-42 
4. January 24.—Jesus and the Samaritan Woman 
John 4: 
§- January 31.—Jesus Feeds Five Thousand Men, John6: 1-71 
6. February 7.—Jesus Heals and Saves a Blind Man 
John 9: 1-41 
7. February 14.—Jesus the Good Shepherd ..John 10: 1-30 
8. February 21.—Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead 
John 11:1 to 12:12 
9. February 28.—Jesus Teaches Respect for Law 
(Temperance Lesson.) ..ssscrrerss..Matthew 22 : 15-22 
10. March 7.~—Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet, John 13 : 1-17 
11. March 14.—Last Words of Jesus with His Disciples 
John, chapters 14 to 17 
12, March 21.—Jesus Dies and Rises from the Dead 
J John 18:1 to 20: 23 
33. March 2,—Reéview: The Gospel of John 


1-42- 


* 6359 


dren. will climb all over me and go through my pockets 
and try on my glasses and take out my scarf pin and 
put their arms around my neck and call me their 
“Uncle Billy.” And fathers. and mothers . put their 
sons and daughters in my charge. I want to arrive 
at the same place in the world that Nathanael reached 
and have the Master say of me as he sees me coming 
along life’s highway, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in 
whom is no guile!” As Patrick Henry would say, 
“If this be conceit, make the most of it.”” Why should 
not this be the Christian ambition of every follower 
of the Master? I have just been at a great gathering 
where the hostess is the wife of one of the richest men 
in. the world. She is not handsome at all by any beauty 
shop rules, but we all agreed she was the most beau- 
tiful and lovely woman we had ever met because her 
goodness and graciousness radiated from every fea- 
ture. No, girls, you do not have to possess perfect 
features and complexion and clothes and gems to be 
lovely and beautiful and attractive. You have only 
to be goed, with some taste and grace—and “get up’ 
- gumption — plus the smile and a heart free from 
guile. 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 
ne 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles. Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice- President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Law or IntEREST.—An object is of inter- 
est either through instinctive appeal or.,.through 
association with an object already interesting. 











HE iesson presents to us five men who came into 
fellowship with Jesus because they evidently found 
in him, humanly speaking, something that attracted 
them. Two of them, disciples of the forerunner, had 
undoubtedly had their curiosity awakened before they 
ever saw Jesus by. the announcement of John that 
there came after him one mightier than himself, and 
as he pointed out the Lamb of God he designated him 
as the one to come. Mere curiosity, however, was 
fortified by the outcome of the personal interview with 
Jesus ‘vhich convinced them that Jesus was the ex- 
pected Messiah. To a Jew no person could be of 
more interest than the Promised One, and thus Peter 
was appealed to by his brother. To Philip the attrac- 
tion seems to have been the personality of Jesus him- 
self, and again it is so strong as to send the attracted 
one out to find another. This one, versed in the law 
and the prophets, to whom Philip made reference was 
not so ready to come, but Philip knew well the strength 
ef the hold this unique Person would have upon his 
friend if he would but “come and see” and the outcome 
justified his comfidence. Philip’s interest at first may 
only have been to prove the mistake of his friend, but 
he lived to be grateful, as many another has been, that 
his devotion to his friend led him into devotion to the 
Friend of all friends. ; ‘és 
And men are still led through their natural interests 
to Christ. In saying so do we ignore the work of the 
Spirit of God? Nay, it is he who uses these interests 
to lead men Christward when others would use them 
to keep men from Christ. Curiosity has led men to 
the revival meeting, and at times. he “who came to 
scoff remained to pray.” Friendship, too, continues 
to lead men and women Christward, as those who are 
-his yield themselves to the leading of his Spirit. 
Huntinopon, Pa, ‘ 


we 
The Illustration Round -Table 


LL readers are invited to send: illustrations for this 
department; one is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully_a leaflet. explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons: for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 
Illustrations on ether verses than the Golden Text are 
ES Hee, Ceeeh Seine ety Sie aNiee TNR Sw alte , 


The Important Knowledge.—Behold, the Lamb of 
God, that taketh away the sin of the world! (Golden 
Text.) “It is more important,” said Mr. Bryan, “to 
know ‘the Rock of Ages’ than the age of Rocks.”— 
From the Gospel Minister. Sent by J. E: Williamson, 
Nottingham, Eng. J 

God’s Question.—Behold, the Lamb of God, that 
taketh away the sin of the world! (Golden Text.) 
God is not interested in knowing whether men have 
sinned or not. He knows that all men have sinned. 
Nor is he chiefly concerned as to the amount of sin- 
ning that a man. has done. For the character of any 


sin is so deadly that a little goes the whole way. The 
thing that interests God most is well expressed in 
Paul Rader’s saying: “God’s question of you is not, 
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How much have you sinned? but, How 
much have you washed?” Are you this 
moment trusting. jesus and his blood for 
your complete cleansing from all sin?— 
From The Sunday School Times, Sent 
by H. M. Werntz, Murrysville, Pa. 


Are We As Keen?—And John bare 
witness (v. 32). Some men just cannot 
leave their business alone. They carry 
it: with them: it holds them all the time, 
Successful insurance men often have this 
reputation.’ One such was stricken down 
with illness and ordered to the hospital. 
But facing this “shut-in” time he said 
cheerfully to his chief: “I expect to in- 
sure.my surgeon; I’ll get a nurse or two; 
and after all, one can do a good deal of 
business by correspondence. Being “laid 
aside” for him simply meant opening up 
new opportunities that he would not 
otherwise have had,—and all for more 
business. The insurance that the Lord 
5 Christ offers is quite as worthwhile. 

hat will it mean for Him and for 
others when we are as eagerly on the 
trail of new business as: that cheery, ir- 
repressible, “sick” business-getter ?—From 
the Record of Christian Work. Sént by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Norbury, London, Eng. 
Prize illustration, 


Different from Our Lord’s Question. 
—Then Jesus turned, and saw them fol- 
lowing, and saith unto them, What seek 
ye? (vy. 38.) A minister friend of mine 
was one day busy in, his study preparing 
his Sunday morning sermon, and feeling 
impatient of interruption. Presently the 
study door flew open and in toddled his 
little boy. Drawing a _hassock to his 
father’s feet, the little fellow sat down 
upon it and fixed his great round eyes 
on his father’s face. Presently the father 
said to the boy, rather impatiently : “Well, 
what is it? What do you want?” The 
great eyes grew wider still with hurt as- 
tonishment, and a little voice said re- 
proachfully: “I don’t want nuffin’; I’se 
only looking at you and lovin’ you.” — 
aon by W. E. Griffin, Atlantic City, 


When the Policeman Found Christ. 
—He. findeth first his own brother Simon 
(v. 41). A young man, a member of the 
New York Police Department, resigned 
his position and went to Florida to en- 
gage in real estate business. While walk- 
ing along the streets of St. Petersburg, 
he was attracted to an outdoor meeting, 
and was converted to Jestis Christ. 
Within a few weeks he made his way back 
to New York and was placed on the out- 
door staff of our Institute. He celebrated 
his appointment by dealing with a traffic 
“cop” who was standing in the middle of 
the street directing traffic. The police- 
man listened to the personal testimony of 
Jesus’ power to save, and right there on 
the busy thoroughfare he was brought to 
a saving knowledge of his Saviour a 
Lord. Within two months after his con- 
version this man had led his father, 
mother, grandmother, two brothers, an 
uncle, a cousin, and a prospective sister- 
in-law to the Lord. All that remains of 
his household to be brought to the Lord 
is one brotlier—From the Bible To-day. 
ve by Jennie E. Hussey, Henniker, 


Pillars of the Church.—An Israelite 
indeed, in whom is no guile! (v. 47.) 
In the cathedral of St. Mark in Venice 
there are pillars said to have been brought 
from Solomon’s temple. These are 0 
alabaster, a substance firm and. durable 
as granite, and yet transparent, so that 
the light glows through them. Is not this 
an emblem of all true saints — pillars of 
the church, transparent in character, 
strong and upright?—Sent by J. E. Wil- 
liamson; Nottingham, Eng. 


The Employer's Question.—When 
thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee 
(v. 48). Employer (to applicant for a 
position, who has handed in testimonials 
from two ministers) —“We don’t work on 
Sundays. Haven’t you a reference from 
some one who sees you on week-days?” 
=—From the Epworth Herald. Sent by 
W. J. Hart, D.D., Sandy Creek, N. Y. 


The Sunday School Times’ books per- 
petuate the weekly message. A catelogue 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Channels only.” 

“Faith is the victory.” 

“My faith looks up to thee.” 

“We would see Jesus.” 

“The victory may depend on you.” 
“Would you believe.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Lead Me to the Rock” (126 : 1-3). 

Psalm 61 : 1-8. 
“To My Saviour I Betake Me” (85 : 1-3). 
Psalm 38 : 15-22. 
“Thou Art My Friend” (170 : 1-4). 

Palm 86 : 9-17. 
“Cast Thy Burden Upon the Lord” (121 : 1, 2). 
Psalm 55 : 16-19, 22 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


. A Prayer Before the Lessen.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee that we have had the mar- 
velous privilege of knowing about thyself, 
and that so many of us have rested our 
cause with thee. We know that we are sin- 
ners, We are ashamed of our sin. We know 
that thou hast paid the penalty of our sin, 
thou blessed Lamb of God! We pray that 
any in this school to-day who have not as 
yet accepted thy salvation may turn to thee 
in simple trust, and rest in thee for that 
which no one can possibly do for himself, 
—his salvation. There are some of us who 
are yet to decide that we should follow thee. 
Lord, may the decision be made quickly. 
There are some of us who have never yet in- 
vited any one to know thee. May there be 
a new stirring in our hearts to do this, that 
others may be saved. We ask this in thy 
dear name. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Have you noticed 
in the New Testament story how many 
persons were just brought, one by one, to 
the Lord Jesus? Here are five men in 
this lesson who believe on him. Think 
through the lesson once more, and see 
how they came, —two at first, and then 
one by one, the others. came to follow 
Jesus. Looking back over a year, or a 
month, or a week,— how. many persons 
have we even spoken to about following 
Jesus, about accepting him as their Sav- 


of us who just keep still about his dear 
‘Son, when other i neéd. him so much 
and do not know the spel?.. Have we 
not been silent too ‘long? Is there not 
some one among your, friends who has 
never heard a spele ord from. you on 
this subject? amen r what Andrew 
did, and what Philip did, in this group. 


iour? What do you suppose God thinks | not 


Do you s se the men whom they 
brought to Jesus could ever thank them 
enough? 
others to him. Let us pray. 





EADING TO 
Aperate JESUS 


ARE YOU? 











For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


RIEFLY recall the last week’s les- 

son-about the “beginning” -when all 
things were made good and beautiful, and 
how sin entered the world and spoiled 
God’s beautiful work. Talk about the 
Son coming to his world to save it and 
to show its people what God is like, and 
about John, the herald, whom God sent 
to tell of the coming of his Son. 

Tell that John knew who the Son of 
God was by the sign which the Father 
gave him. This sign was the Spirit of 
God coming from Heaven like a beautiful 
dove, alighting upon Jesus and remaining 


upon. him. 
John told the people they had sinned 
and that they needed to be sorry for 


‘their sin, urging them, all the while to 


turn from it before meeting their King. 
And he baptized all who were sorry for 
their sin and came to him. Then he 
pointed them to Jesus and said: “Behold, 
the Lamb-of God which taketh away the 
sin of the world!” For John knew that 
Jesus was the only one who could take 
away sin, and that he could do it only 
by offering himself as a spotless Lamb to 
die in the sinner’s place. , 
Some of John’s disciples heard him 
say this. Perhaps they had tried hard 
to get rid of their sin and could not; 
and now were made glad to know of One 
who could take sin away. So they left 
John and went home with Jesus, and 
spent the rest of the day with him. It 
seemed to them so good to be with Jesus 
that they believed on him and followed 
him and became his disciples. John was 
angry when his disciples left him 
and followed Jesus. It was his business 
to tell the people about Jesus, and he-was 
happy when his disciples became Jesus’ 
disciples. 
One of these men who followed Jesus 
was named Andrew, and he had a brother 
named Simon. Now Andrew thought of 





his brother and wanted him to know the 





‘Jesus of 
Nazareth, the 


son of Joseph” 


John 1:45 


aN 


*\ 


i< 
1f Ay 


Wii) 
Yh Mini? 
Ws, Wop By 
Wes 
U9 


\ 





5 ™ 
hdres 
~~ 








sent on request. 











“The Pure in Heart-shall see God" 








“Chou art the | 
Son of God” 


John 1:42, 


Z ‘ NH \ef| 
a noe = Hil) 
} Nath “Behold anj/) 
ta “Israelite ind 
ac& in whom is no 


i} 





/ 


Let us be like them, in leading | J 
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One who could take away sin, so An- 
drew found Simon and brought him to 
esus. ‘ 

Now Simon was not a steady, -reliable 

man afid sometimes, when angry, he 
would curse and swear; but Jesus knew 
he could take away Simon’s sin and he 
promised to change him and make him 
as firm as.a‘rock. So he gave him a new 
name meaning rock, 
- The next day Jesus went up into Gal- 
ilee and found. Philip ‘and--said to him, 
“Follow me.” Jesus: was so friendly and 
kind, and so different from any teacher 
Philip had ever known, that he followed 
gladly, but he wanted his friend Nathan- 
ael to know Jesus, too. So Philip brought 
him to Jesus. When Jesus saw Nathanael 
he told him of seeing him under the fig 
tree where, no doubt, Nathanael had been 
praying. Then Nathanael knew that 
Jesus had heard his prayer, and he, too, 
believed, and became a disciple. Now 
all these five had received Jesus, and so 
they had become the children of God, 


believing in Jesus and being his witnesses. 
ping “The Child of a King” or “Just as 
m. , . 


Curnton, S. C. 
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Say, Fellows— . 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: “Behold!” 

Discussion: How do we _ visualize 
George Washington, Daniel Boone, Paul 
Revere? How can we visualize Jesus 
much more clearly than these? What 
Préparation did John the Baptist have? 
What preparation do we need to point ef- 
fectively to Jesus? 

Objective: Seeing—and pointing to 
Jesus. magia RS RES RIE Ne 


te 











Johii the’ Baptist’s 


it pointed, Greater. even than his other 
great word, “Repent!” One might bit- 
terly repent and yet fail to see Jesus. 
Fellows, what you and I need mos 
and what the church and the world nee 


at Jesus. A glance is not sufficient. A 
man does not buy an automobile “sight 
unseen.” He takes time to look it over — 
to study its lines, to know its possibili- 
ties of power and service. In fact, the 
salesman will insist on the prospective 
buyer allowing him to “demonstrate” the 
car, and will bring it to his door and in- 
vite him to get in and ride. He wants 
his prospect to get an experimental 
knowledge, an intimate, “close-up” view 
of this splendid thing he wants him to 
become possessed of. 

Hearing is good, but seeing is better. 
We are told that eighty-fivé percent of 
our knowledge comes through the eye 
gate. Often “what we hear in one éar 
goes out the other,” but what goes in 
at the eyes is more than likely to stick. 
We become like the things we look upon. 
The Devil is clever: he puts objects and 
pictures of sin before our eyes, and if 
he can induce us to dwell upon them his 
destroying work is well begun. In one- 
fifth of a second the eye can view a 
thing which will register upon the im- 
agination and be reproduced many times 
afterward — from the inside. 

il wants us to see the good and dwell 
upon it. It is the only way we can, over- 
come the evil which the Devil is con- 
tinually flashing before our eyes. 

John the Baptist said, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God!” John and Andrew took 
a fair look, and, as a consequence they 
followed and got acquainted with Jesus. 
This was sure to have one result: they 
must bring others to see him. They did 
not attempt to fully describe him. They 
could not. Neither can you or I. They 
said, “Come and see.” And. when men 
looked upon Jesus in that way, like Na- 
thanael, they were obliged to say, “Rabbi, 
thou art the Son of God!” and follow 
him the balance of their lives. 

Now, fellows, Jesus is not here in the 
flesh, but you and I can see him even 








guile! John 1:47 





more clearly and in greater wonder and 
power than the disciples did. Physical 


Close with a little personal talk about | 


AY, fellows, let thigsintroduce to you. 
hold!” Greatest because of him to whom 


most, is to take a fair and square look. 





















Lesson for January 10 
John 1 : 19-51 


eyes can be deceived, but spiritual eyes 
opened by the Holy Ghost can never be 
deceived. God promises in his Word to 
give us this spiritual vision simply for 
the asking (Luke 11:13). With that, 
let us, too, “behold” Jesus Christ in all 
his wonderful aspects; let us take time 
daily to look at his love, his power, his 
divinity, his -sacrifice, his ministry, his 
death, his. resurrection, his ascension — 
and now his glory upon the throne. Let 
our hearts be a part of that throne, for 
he gives each one for himself the priv- 
ilege_of placing the scepter in his hand 
— daily, 

And as we look upon him in this way, 
we, like John and Andrew and_ Philip, 
will be able to draw others to him with 
our own “Come and see!” 


GREENSBORO, N. C, 
we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Links in a chain that bound five men 
to Christ. 


“°TXHAT girl needs an outlet for her 

Own passionate moods — some kind 
of self-expression that would ennoble by 
the very act of expression. She seems 
full of pent-up music to me. How about 
some piano lessons for her?” So re- 
marked one woman to another as they 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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| led testimony to the Christ? 
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spoke of the unhappy face and difficult! 
situation of a dear young girl in whom. 
one. had long been interested, the other 
but lately. thoroughly did this sug- | 
gestion appeal to the older. friend that, 
she brought about those piano lessons — ' 
with what thrills of delight to the tor- ! 
tured young heart her letters bore elo- | 
quent testimony. The very music itself | 
proved both a balm and an outlet for the | 
storm-tossed soul of the girl, but in the 
end this blessing took second place by the 
side of the far greater one that came 
into her life through the close mother- | 
friendship that sprang up immediately be- 
tween the lovely music teacher and her 
new pupil, a friendship so. close and 
warm and understanding that the whole 
of life alone can tell the story of its 
blessing in that girl’s life, grown now 
into one of joyous progress toward a 
high and definite goal of whole-time 
Christian service. Such blessing through 
the almost “chance” remark of an ob- 
serving casual friend to the older one who | 
had, for long been seeking a way to help 
that young spirit to the light! 

Not a girl in your class can be a John 
the Baptist — his prophetic testimony to 
“the Lamb of. God, that taketh away the 
sin of the world” is so entirely beyond 
their sphere and experience that they can 
only think upon it, in mystery. But every 
girl in your class can be an Andrew, sup- 
plying the little (?) link in the chain that 
brought his brother to Christ — that 
brother who became with time and con- 
tinued contact with Jesus and the final 
blessing of the Spirit, one of the two 
greatest apostles. . 

Just what did Andrew do in this in- 
stance? First of all he listened to John 
the Baptist’s testimony and accepted it. 
Are your girls listening to your Spirit- 
Are they 
accepting him- whom you hold up to them 
as John held up Jesus to his listeners? 

Then he followed Jesus himself — as 
he then knew how, physically, longing 
to see and know more and gladly accept- 
ing Jesus’ own quick invitation to “come 
and see” all for himself. Are your girls 
following him as he calls them into closer 
contact (union) with himself? It was 
only after Andrew had spent that day 
with Jesus that -he felt the - compul- 
sion to bring his brother into touch with 
his wonderful new-found Friend. It is 
only that girl who, like Andrew, has 
found the Saviour very real and precious 
to her own heart who can be the link 
in the chain that will bind another to him. 

But Andrew did go and find_ that 
brother after that day with Jesus. He did 
not keep within his satisfying joy —he 
must help another find it, too. There is 
compulsion in the real touch with Christ. 





| Children at Home 


11. When we “believe on his name” and: re- 
ceive him. 

12. John in writing to Christians says, “Be- 

oved, mow are we the sons of God” (1 John’ 
3 : 16). 
13. John here plainly states the (1) full deity | 
of Jesus Christ — that he “twas God’; (2) the 
incarnation of that deity in human flesh — 
“the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us’; (3) and the manner of. that making, the 
miraculous virgin birth— “the only begotten 
Son” of God. 

14. He sums them all.three up in that one 
word, “the Word” of God, from God, to all 
me 


15. “‘We beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father.” 


16, He came for a witness — verses 7, 15. 


17. “Behold, the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world” (John 1 : 29). 


18, Because John’s Gospel puts the emphasis 
on the divinity of Christ. 


19. Believe. Love. Live. 








Queer Little Keys 
By Winifred Ballard Blake 


EYS, you know, are made to unlock | 
and lock doors and drawers and boxes 
and trunks; little keys and big keys, flat 
keys and round keys, made of brass or iron 
or steel. We couldn’t get along very well 
without these keys, but the queer little 
keys I want to tell you about are quite 
a different sort. They are the keys that 
help you to unlock the Bible. 
But you will say, “Bibles aren’t locked 


Pp 

Well, many long years ago, before 
every one could have Bibles, and when 
there were only a few very big, heavy 
ones, they were often chained in libraries, 
for they were very rare and precious, and 
few people could ever see or read one. 

But now every one who wishes can 
have a Bible of his own, and read and 
study it as freely as he likes. Yet in a 
way they are like beautiful, locked-up 
caskets, and so these queer little keys 
have been provided to help us unlock 
them, and come to understand more of 
the great treasures they. contain. 

If you haven’t guessed what these lit- 
tle keys are, suppose you get a Bible right 
now and open it,'so you can see them for 
yourself. pt neee: 

As you read the verses you will notice 
tiny letters put tip’at the top of many of 
the words. They begin at the top of each 
page with “a,” and go down in the order 
of the alphabet, and when they get way 





The soul that really knows him must tell 


. : > --,| using the alphabet in its order. 
another of oe Pyeng: Bye pi Ke i times, too, you will find tiny little num- 


can your : 
Jesus Christ into the life of another? Is 
she willing to do what she can? ° 


Home Study 


Make a list of all the things said of | 
Christ by mer in John’s first chapter. 


Decatur, GA. 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the Lesson of January 3) 


1. That Christ was the Son of God. 

2. “The Word was God”; “All things were 
made by him”; “to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God,” and the like. 

3. John 20 : 31. 

“ 4. Genesis 1:1 and John 1:1 begin with the 
very same words, “In the beginning.” 

5. John’s “beginning” speaks of ages before 
Moses’ “beginning,” for John speaks of him 
who existed before anything was made of all 
that Moses tells of in process of creation. 

6. John twice states: that this “Word” was 
the Creator of this world of material things: 
verses 3 and 10, ; x 

7. The Word; God; the light; the light of 
men; the true Light; Jesus Christ; the only 
begotten Son. Do they not almost set forth 
the. Good News in themselves? 

8. Verse 11 has been called the saddest words 
in the whole Bible. 

9. The Jews —God’s 
Christ’s brethren. 

10. Could the Good News be more compre- 
hensively stated and with more joy than in 


chosen people and 


down to “z” they begin over again, always 
Some- 


| bers as well. One little girl, not knowing 
what these numbers were for, used to read 
them right in with the verses, so that 
they sometimes made very funny non- 
sense. 

These little letters and figures are the 
keys I want to tell you about. Of course, 
they aren’t real keys like those that un- 
lock doors,—yet in another sense they 
are keys, for they often unlock for us 
the real meaning of a verse, or open to 
us the end of a story that otherwise we 
might never know about. 

Suppose we turn to the beautiful story 
about the shepherds. watching over their 
flocks by night, as it is told in what some 
one ‘has called the most beautiful book 
that was ever written, — the Gospel writ- 
ten by Luke. Let us read only the few 
verses beginning with verse 8 and ending 
with verse 14, and see if we can find any 
of these little keys there, and whether 
they unlock anything. 

“And there were in the same country 
shepherds abiding in the fiéld, keepin 
2watch over their flock by night. And, 
lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone round 
about them: and they were * sore afraid. 
And the angel said unto them, Fear not: 





The particular Bible used by the author 
was “The Teacher’s Bible,” Authorized Ver- 
sion, Cambridge Edition, published by J. & 
C. T. Clay, London, and. obtainable from 
James Pott and Company, New York. How- 
ever, any good reference Bible may be used 





verse 12? 





in the manner indicated. 


'to God in 
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for, behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people. 
For «unto you is born this day yin the 
city of David a «Saviour, which is 
«Christ »the Lord. And this shall be a 
sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in 
a manger. And suddenly there was with 
the angel a ‘multitude of the heavenly 
host «praising God, and saying, » Glory 
the highest, and on earth 
1 peace, 1 good will toward men,” 

In just these seven verses there are 
twelve of these little keys. In order to 
use them look in the margin and you will 
find each one repeated there, and after 
each are references to other verses in 
other parts of the Bible, or else words 
that explain better what the texts mean. 

The first key is the figure 2, before the 
word “watch.” Looking in the margin 
we find the explanation “night-watches.” 
This shows us that the shepherds had 
regular hours, day and night, to relieve 


‘}each other in caring for the lambs and 


sheep, so that they were never neglected 


or left alone. 


The next little key is the letter “s,” 
before the words, “sore afraid.” The 
margin tells us to look at chapter 1, verse 
12, and there we find that Zacharias, too, 
was afraid when an angel appeared to 
him, but in both p‘aces the angel said, 
“Fear not,’ and in many places Jesus 
says, “Be not afraid,” and this shows us 
that if we try to trust and obey God we 
never need fear, for we shall be cared for. 

The next key, “x,” is a wonderful one, 
for it refers. us back to the Old Testa- 
ment, where Isaiah the prophet told of 
the birth of Christ centuries before He 
was born. Isaiah 9:6 says, looking into 
the future: “For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given: ... and his name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
The Mighty God, The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace.” This shows us 
that the Bible is surely God’s message 
to us, for unless he had revealed these 
things to us through holy men, we never 
could have known them, 

The next key, “y,” tells us what the 
“city of David” means. “Y” refers us to 
verse 4. of this same chapter, and there 
we find that the city of David is Bethle- 


The next key is “z,” and we find two 
references about the word “Saviour,” 
helping us to know its meaning, which 
is very important. The first one is to 
Matthew 1: 21, ‘and there it says: “T 
shalt call his name Jesus, for he ‘shall 
save his people from their sins,” and the 


reference to Acts 5:31 tells us the a. 


great truth. ’ 

Now let us take the key “i” about 
peace, which all the world wants. We 
find in Luke 1:79 that Jesus was sent 
to “guide our feet into the way of peace,” 
and he will do so. if we follow his coun- 
sels as written in the Bible. 

The last little key, “j,” is perhaps the 
most wonderful, because it tells us all 
about God’s love and reason for sending 
Jesus to us. It is in John 3: 16, and says: 
“God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life”; and the same John 
who loved Jesus so dearly tells us in the 
very last book of the Bible that some 
day “there shall be no more death 
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain,” for the Saviour 
will surely make all these things pass 
away. 

I have taken just a few verses from one 
chapter of the Bible to show you about 
these wonderful little keys. If you will 
begin to look up other keys for yourself, 
you will begin to find more. and more 
what a wonderful Book the Bible is, and 
how it is given to us to “guide our feet 
into the way of peace,” and to show us 
our need of the Saviour, and what he will 
do for us if we only trust-and-_believe him 
-_ try to follow his beautiful law of 
ove, 


ProvipENnce; R. I. 
» 


You will find Dr. Pace’s book, “Chris- 
tian Cartoons,” invaluable by way of 
illustration. It may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company at 75 
cents. 
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Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 








nl 


Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if 
questions are too personal for an answer 
in these columns, Mother Ruth will be 
giad to reply individually if possible, if 
return postage is enclosed. 


My Dear Mother Ruth: I hardly know how 
to write this. My sister writes me she is 
overflowing with happiness since she has 
gotten out of “Babylon,” as she now calls 
the church, through Pastor Russell’s light 
thrown for her on the seventeenth and 
eighteenth chapters of Revelation. She has 
been studying his “Studies in the Scripture” 
for years, and a few years ago said she was 
about ready to take her letter ouc sof the 
Presbyterian Church, and now writes she has 
done so, and there is nothing between her 
and God. I have never read the seventeenth 
and eighteenth chapters of Revelation in that 
light. Will you kindly throw the God- 
given light or true version on these chapters, 
that I may see God’s will for me and her? 
She says the Bible students are a band of 
godly men who study God’s Word with his 
divine guidance, and that everybody all over 
the world observes the worship laid down by 
them at certain periods through each year. 
Also that they will soon undermine the 
Church dnd’ “bting about God’s will for the 
world. She begs me to take her step and 
leave the. churches, or my church, which is 
the Presbyterian. Please answer this in the 
Times.—AN ANXIOUS SISTER. 


Y DEAR SISTER: These are the 

times that were prophesied, that there 
would be a “falling away from the truth,” 
and you need not be surprised at the 
things your sister writes you, but you 
want to be steady and loyal to the Lord 
who has accepted and cleansed you. You 
are not to be “tossed to and fro and 
carried about with every wind of doc- 
trine.” You have had a precious training 
in the Presbyterian Church, and are re- 
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sponsible to God for the opportunity of 
knowing the truth as you have had it pre- 
sented to you. Be true to it, and do not 
let any false doctrine influence you to 
leave the teaching that you have had. 
Be grounded. in the truth, and refuse to 
listen to the corrupt teachings of so many 
to-day. 

If you will send to the Philadelphia 
School of the Bible, 1723 Spring Garden 
Street, Philadelphia, and get “Simple 
Studies in Revelation” for $1, you will 
have a very clear thinking on the book in 
question. Also “Mistakes of Millennial 
Dawn,” by W. B. Riley, D.D., can be 
obtained for ten cents from L. W. Camp, 
1006 Harmon Place, Minneapolis. “All 
About One Russell,” by C. C. Cook, also 
sold at the Philadelphia School of the 
Bible, for fifteen cents. “Russellism Un- 
veiled,” by W. E. Biederwolf. D.D., sold 


by Glad Tidings Publishing Co., 602 | 


Lakeside Building, Chicago, twenty cents. 
These are very good and will give you 
some enlightenment on this subject. There 
are many more that you will find listed on 
these other booklets, if you want further 
reading. 

I want to quote you a few sentences 
from The Sunday School Times of a few 
years ago: 


“The Sunday School -Times counts 
Russellism one of the most dangerous of 
the false religions of to-day. 

“Like Christian Science, Russellism or 
Millennial Dawn is the more danger- 
ous because it professes to be based on 
the Bible and on Christ. Because Rus- 
sellism has specially stood for the return 
of Christ to this earth it has brought 
into disrepute the true New Testament 
doctrine of what Paul calls ‘the blessed 
hope’ of our Lord’s rettirn. 

“Russellism denies the deity and eternal 
co-existence of Christ with. the Father. 
It says that Christ was a created being. 
And this in the face of God’s declaration 
that ‘In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God, ... And the Word became flesh, 
and dwelt among us’ (John 1: 1,14).” 











For Systematic Bible Study 
Inexpensive, all-the-year-round 


Bible Reading and Study Helps 





Practical booklets that 
indwidual, family, or 


_., es 


will greatly enrich your 





Once a Year 

By J. H. Smeeton. Many would like to have 
regular family worship, but don’t know how 
to begin. Here is an inexpensive guide that 
will be a great help to an intelligent reading 
of the whole Bible in the family circle or in- 
dividually. 

A section is given for every day, with cen- 
tral thought or key-word, and the Bible is 
exactly covered in a year. Included is a sup- 
plement of shorter selections appropriate for 
children’s reading. $2 a dozen, $15 a hundred, 
or 20 cents each. 


Sunday-school studies 


Through the Bible in a Year by Questions 


By O. S. Schultz. Ten questions a week, 
exactly covering the Bible in a year. May be 
used independently or as a companion booklet 
to “Once a Year.” Has been successfully 
used as supplemental work in Sunday-school. 
25 cents each, or $2.50 a dozen. 


Your Study Bible 


By J. W. Weddell. A series of studies, giv- 
ing wonderful unfoidings of the message: of 
each book of the Bible, with marked texts, 
and marginal notes. Fully indexed. $1.25. 


Two Enlightening Booklets. by James H. Todd 
Secretary, Australian Council of the China Inland Mission 


Vital Teachings of God’s Word 


The man or woman who cannot take even 
an evening course at a Bible school, or make 
use of a correspondence course, may very 
profitably use this little book as a guide in 
grasping the cardinal doctrines of God’s 
revelation to men, in daily haJf-hours. 


Chapters on Sin, Redemption, Justification, 
Regeneration, Repentance, Adoption, Faith, 
Eternal Life, “Things That Differ,” Sanctifi- 
cation, Reconciliation, Love,. Prayer, Worship, 
Thanksgiving, The Future. 


Simple in plan and in detail, but highly 
condensed, it is wonderfully useful for ref- 
erence by preachers, as well as_ students. 
Adapted for class use, as well as individual 
study. 8 pages, only 26 cents, or $2 a dozen. 


Principles of Interpretation 

As giving in clear and brief terms the laws 
and rules of exegesis, it places within reach 
of the ordinary student of the Word a veri- 
table handbook for personal investigation of 
the meaning and application of Scripture. 


Chapters on Authority and Inspiration, The 
Laws of Structure, Context, Recurrence, First 
Mention, Progress, Unity, Interpretation and 
Application; The Dispensations, Ethnic Di- 
visions, The Use of Words, History, Poetry, 
Prophecy; Contrasts and Comparisons: Grace 
and Law, Salvation and Rewards, Faith and 
Profession, Standing and State, Church and 
Kingdom; . Eschatology: The Second Advent, 
The Resurrections, The Judgments. 

A discerning study of principles, facts, and 
distinctions to guide the sincere seeker after 
truth.. In attractive binding, 38 cents, or 
$2.58 a dozen. 


~ THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031. Wainut: Street,. Philadelphia 


I am sure that I have quoted enough to 
make you feel that you want no more of 
Russellism! Read the books I have spoken 

| of, and you will see how the Evil One 
is at work to destroy the works of the 
Holy Spirit. Pray earnestly for the return 
of your sister to the truth of God, and 
May you see speedily an answer to your 
prayers, that will return her to the .true 
Shepherd, and the fold of’ our Lord. 





| With the New Books| 


The Adult Worker and Work. By 
Wade Crawford Barclay and Lyndon 
Burke Phifer. (The Methodist Book 
Concern, New York, $1.) The Worker 
and Work Series, of which this book is 
a part, is devoted to the operation and 
management of the Sunday-school. This 
particular volume takes up the Adult 
Class, that difficult feature in all Bible 
schools. It is filled with valuable tech- 
nical information, and there are many 
workable suggestions in it. However, 
one lays it down with the feeling that 
the emphasis is on machinery rather than 
on the Spirit of God, and the compelling 

wer of the Scriptures. Organization 
is necessary, but it becomes harmful when 
it receives the main emphasis. The book 
will be valued by the reader who is able 
to “prove all things,” and “hold fast that 
which is good.” 


Do It Yourself. By Dan Beard. (J. B. 
Lippincott Co., Philadelphia and London, 
$2.50.) The enthusiastic Boy Scout who 
wishes to become a fisherrnan will en- 
joy the first half of this latest edition to 
Dan Beard’s Woodcraft Series of books. 
The remaining chapters, devoted largely 
to woodcraft, give directions for forest 
planting, stalking and observation of ani- 
mals, collecting of specimens, and the 
building and-management of canoes. The 
book is fully and cleverly illustrated by 
the author. It is not a complete boy 
campers’ manual, but rather a supplement 
to such a work. The author’s purpose 
is to stimulate the interest of boys in 
outdoor life, and to give information that 
will enable the boy to “do it himself.” 
The style is marred by garrulity and a 
touch of boastfulness in the many per- 
sonal anecdotes which constitute a large 
part of the text. 


A Manual of American Citizenship. 
By Edwin Noah Hardy, Ph.D. (Ameri- 
can Tract Society, New York, 50 cents.) 
The writer of the Foreword of this lit- 
tle book clearly stated the facts when he 





lation, but also vast numbers of our 
American-born citizens, have no clear and 
definite knowledge as to what it really 
means to be a true and high-minded 
American citizen, and as a consequence, 
do not understand and appreciate their 
obligations to the country of adoption or 
| birth.” This manual is an attempt to 
provide this essential information. It is 
presented under four headings: “Amer- 
ica,” under which is a brief account of 
the geography and history of the coun- 
try; “The American Citizen,” setting 
forth the rights cnd duties of citizenship, 
with a brief rehearsal of some of the 
laws every citizen ought to know; “The 
American Home,” showing the true mean- 
ing of this important and fundamental 
institution, and the way to preserve it in 
its highest excellence; and “The Ameri- 
_can Christian,” declaring the essentials of 
Christian belief and practise. The book 
is a most admirable one, and ought to be 
especially useful for workers among our 
new citizens. It is not going too far to 
say that every one in our land would do 
well to own and read this book. 


The Scriptural Sabbath. By H. G. 
Cowan. (Nazarene Publishing House, 
Kansas City, Mo., 50 cents.) “The ques- 
tion is often asked, ‘When and by whom 
was the Sabbath changed from Satur- 
day to Sunday?’” says the author of 
this book, and he further declares: “That 
one day above ali other. should be kept 
as the true, Scriptural Sabbath day, and 
that that day is Sunday, will be the theme 
of the following pages.” In developing 
this thesis the author has shown much 





said: “Not only our foreign-born popu- | 
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ingenuity and erudition, and his booklet 
will prove interesting to students of 
chronology. It must be said, however, 
that the argument is not entirely convinc- 
ing. The author believes that the Jew- 
ish Sabbath was a fixed date, and_that 
the fourth commandment, “six days shalt 
thou labour, and do all. thy work,” is the 
key to all Sabbath passages in the Old 
Testament. This, therefore, leads him to~ 
conclude that there must be six working 
days between every two Sabbaths. While 
this is undoubtedly true of the weekly 
Sabbaths, it does not so easily account for 
the Sabbaths which were made necessary 
by the several feasts. Still, the book is 
interesting and suggestive, and indicates 
original thinking on the part of the au- 
thor. While it is not a book for pupular 
consumption, the reader who enjoys ex- 
ercising his brain on somewhat abstruse 
questions will enjoy it. 








The Victorious Life 

















Keswick’s Rest Home 


F YOU personally knew the real value 

of the all-year-round ministry ‘of 
America’s Keswick at Keswick, N. J., 
you would want to adopt it and make it 
your Keswick. You would want not only 
to share in the joy of seeing the Master 
transform lives there, of hearing many 
testimonies of peace, victory, and free- 
dom found at Keswick, and of seeing 
many called out to be missionaries, but 
you would also want to share its bur- 
dens: and its difficulties, and to undergird 


‘its problems of maintenance and develop- 


ment with your intercession, your inter- 
est, and your support. 

Keswick belongs to no man, but to the 
Lord. However, hundreds of, his serv- 
ants are sharing in the responsibility and 
blessed results of this God-ordained work 
for his Kingdem, Will you make it your 
Keswick from now on? The needs of 
Keswick are very pressing just now and 
the Lord may want to use you in some 
ae: to help meet them. 

ifts may be sent to B. F. Culp, Treas- 


urer, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chest- 


nut Street, Philadelphia. 
we 


Calendar of Conferences 


Many have expressed a desire to be kept 
informed of, and to pray for, meetings ad- 
dressed by members or speakers of the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony. 


Philadelphia, Pa., January 20-23, 1926.—Ninth 
Winter Conference of the Victorious Life 
Testimony, Chambers-Wylie Presbyterian 
Church, Broad Street below Spruce. Full in- 
formation may be had from the Victorious 
Life Testimony, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


The Simple Essentials 
of the Gospel 


Concerning ‘*What Is the Gospel ?” 
by Charles Gallaudet Trumbull, Pro- 
fessor A. T. Robertson, D.D., the 
great Greek scholar, of the South- 
ern Baptist Theological Seminary 
testifies : 


‘‘In a nutshell the book en- 
closes the great truths of the 
Gospel. I hope that it may 
have the wide circulation it 
deserves. It will do good 
wherever it goes.’" 





There are clear, to-the-point talks on 


Why Men Are Lest 
How They Are Saved 
What Is Salvation 
The Blessed Hope 
The Victorious Life. 
Cloth, 75c; Paper, 50c 
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-Lesson for January 10 
John. 1 : 19-81 
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Attention! 


CHRISTIAN 
INVESTORS 


The Moody Bible Institute of 
Chicago offers you an oppor- 
tunity to invest your funds at 
a rate of from 4 to 11% in its 
Life Annuity Contracts. 





Such an investment not only 
gives you perfect security and 
a liberal return on your 
money, but also enables you 
to have a part in carrying on 
the Lord’s work. 


Write for our free annuity 
circular giving complete in- 
formation. State your birth- 
date. 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Box S—109, 153 Institute Place 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 














Great Spiritual Revival 
in>Russia 

All-Russian pn tobe of Evangelical Christians 

is spreading the "4000 Congrega- 

tions, two Baigener members and adherents; 

imass conversions. 
Great need of See os and New Testaments 
Great need of Spiritual and Gospel Song Books 
Great need of support of day ool 
oo need of Missionary S 

dent of All- Russian Ev 


“PROKHANOFF’S WORK 
—--Russia Evimpelteatiin Society 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York City 


SAFE AND SAVING 
ANNUITY BONDS 


* AFE: because protected by best income-producing 
* New York Real Estate. 


SAVING: because your money is constantly at 
* work in the saving work of Jesus Christ. 


Send for rates and full information about 
Annuity Bonds of 
THE NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 
330-348 West 55th Street, - New York City 
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Shaving Stick 


\ Freely Lathering 
7 \ Medicinal and Emollient 


The Apostle John 
Studies in His Life and Writings 


By W. H. GRIFFITH THOMAS, D.D. 














F THE lives recorded in Scripture 

there are none more truly valuable 
than those of the Apostles of our Lord, 
because their association with Christ 
gave them exceptional opportunities for 
doveppunte and progress, Of these 
apostolic lives it 1s probable that not 
one is more important than that of the 
Apostle John, because of his very inti- 
mate fello owship with his Master. These 
studies of the life and writings of John, 
coming from the pen of the well-known 
writer, preacher and Bible teacher after 
years of intimate study and Christian 
service, will be found fascinating and 
profitable to preacher and layman alike. 


372 pages, $1.75, postpaid 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CoO. 
1031 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





January 17. Great Ideas That Have Spurred 
People to Action. Isa. 6:1-8; 2 Sam. 
7s tp? 

January 24. Why and How Should We Send 
Christianity to Latin America? Jer. 
I 3 31-34. (Missionary meeting.) 

January 31. The Call, the Claims, and the 
Conquests of the Church. Acts 13 : 1-33 


strong drink through their classmates or 
friends, ve 


A salesman was heard to say recently 
to two business acquaintances in speak- 
ing of a certain dinner that was to be 
held, “If there is going to be liquor there, 
and I know it before hand, I'll not go. 
If I go and find it is there, I shall come 
away. How do you suppose I could face 
my Sunday-school class the following 
Sunday if I had participated in an affair 
where liquor was obtainable, either openly 
or under cover?” 

Your attitude toward the prohibition 
question may be a far larger influence, in 





Heb. 10:24, 25; 1 Thess. 1:1-10. (De- 
nominational Day. Beginning Christian 
Endeavor Week.) 

February 7. What Does Christian Endeavor 
Mean to Me? Matt. 20: 25-28. (Christian 
Endeavor Day.) 


Sunday, January 10 


How Is Prohibition Succeeding? 
(Prov. 23 : 29-32) 





Mon.—The hinderers (Isa. 28 : 1-3). 

Tues.—Why we need law (1 Tim. 1 : 9-11). 

Wed.—The fury of demons (Mark 1 : 
23-28). 

a of law (Romans 13 : 


1-4). 
Fri.—The iron hand (Deut. 17 : 8- sa). 


Sat.—Assurance of victory (Rom. sane | 











What do you think of prohibition-violators? 
How can we help prohibition to succeed 
better? 


What is the value of prohibition to our 


community ? 
[N A remarkable symposium of letters 
from leading men of the country, the 
Manufacturers’ Record of Baltimore gives 
some interesting and remarkable facts 
about the general attitude toward prohibi- 
tion. A survey was made of the foremost 
business men, educators, and professional 
men, and the compilation of the replies 
Showed that 98.5 percent were in favor 
of some form of prohibition, while 85.5 
percent were for strict prohibition, and 
only 1.5 percent were definitely opposed. 
In commenting on the survey the Record 
says: 

“Some time ago a leading New York 
business man, a man of great wealth, 
said to a representative of the Manu- 
facturers’ Record, ‘I thoroughly believe 
in prohibition for the working man, but 
I'll be d— if any government shall keep 
me from drinking whiskey when I desire 
to do so.’ 

“That man stands at the head of a great 
industrial enterprise and he professes to 
be a patriot, but as a matter of fact the | 
position he takes is that of the rankest | 
anarchist, and the example which he and | 
other men of his class is setting, will 
do more to undermine this government, 
unless they chatrge—the 
the rankest work of the rankest commun- 
ist or Bolshevist. Indeed, men of that 
stamp are creators of the Bolshevistic 
spirit. They are directly responsible for 
every murder committed by bootleggers, 
and these murders are many. They are 
directly, responsible for encouraging 
young men and women in the drink habit. 
They are encouraging young people to 
indulge in immorality of all kinds, because 
they are openly violating the law of the 
land purely for their own individual grati- 
fication.” 

4 


The attitude of the young people of 
to-day toward prohibition is going to 
largely determine what will be done with 
prohibition to-morrow. There are many 
seemingly insignificant yet vital ways in 
which every young person can help the 
cause. We can refuse to listen to or re- 
peat the many jokes that are current, and 
that disparage or belittle the efforts of 
the government to enforce prohibition, 
that consider as commendable or funny 
the subterfuges that men adopt to evade 
the law. We can refuse to have any 
part or connection with any affair in 
which strong drink is either an open or 
covered factor. Many of our high school 
boys and girls and certainly a large per- 
centage of our college students are com- 











ing directly up against the temptation of 





the lives of your friends and acquaint- 
ances than) you dream, and unconsciously 


| you may be now helping to mold the 


thought of those in whose hands the gov- 
ernment of your town, your state, or even 
your country may rest to-morrow. 

ye 

It will make an interesting comment on 
the effect of prohibition, if certain mem- 
bers of your young people’s society are 
assigned in advance the task of securing 
data about your community. They might 
ascertain the number of saloons that ex- 
isted in your neighborhood before the 
Eighteenth Amendment was passed. It 
would be well to compare the savings 
fund deposits of one of your local banks 
for one or two years prior to prohibition, | 
with deposits for recent years. You could 
readily get this information from the 
bank officials if you will explain the pur- 
pose for which it is to be used. The 
number of poor and dependent families 
in the community might be compared with 
pre-prohibition days if such data is avail- 
able. 

If you are unable to get any informa- 
tion about your community, you might 
use the state, or even the country. The 
Scientific Temperance Federation of Bos- 
ton, Mass. and the Anti-Saloon League 
of Westerville, Ohio, will be glad to send 
you information if you will write them 
for it. 
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Am I, by word or deed, in any way hinder- 
ing prohibition? 

Is our society individually and collectively 
remembering to pray for those on whom the 
burden of law enforcement falls? 


Am I aiding prohibition in the best possible 
way by making known the Lord Jesus Christ? 


PHILADELPHIA. 


THE BEST VALUE TO-DAY! 


ON“THE INTERN NAL LESSONS 


Arnold’s Practical 
‘Commentary, 1926 Only 





1A high spiritual tone has en- 
deared this popular handbeok 
to thousands of readers. Its 
reliability, aptness of exposi- 





methods sham > and high spiritual tone are beyond 


spute, 


ORDER A COPY Now 
FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 


158 Fifth Ave., New York. 17 N. Wabash Ave, Chicago. 


,ALOPTICONS 


are usedin thousands ofschools 
churches and hospitals. This line 
of lanterns, for slides andopaque 
objecte—for projection in day- 
light as well as in the dark —is 
the most complete in the world. 








’ Write for Catalog . 
Bausch & Lomb Optical Ce., 720 St. Paul St., Rochester, N. Y. 





BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St.. New York City. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards. Collection. Plates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, fran mien 


In ordering goods, or in making, inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well. as the 
advertiser, by | | that you saw the ad- 
vertisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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A Postéard “aye 


Torrey’s Famous Vest-Pocket Hgaip 


GIST OF LESSONS 1926 FREE 


B tad DOWN the names (a postcard will do) of 12 or 
more Sunday School teachers or officers of your 
tne and we will send you an introduce 
tory ony of Torrey’s Gist of the (International) 
Tosene 926. Absolutely free and postpaid. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORE 
PUT EVOLUTION TO ROUT. READ 


PREDICAMENT OF EVOLUTION 


By Dr. George McCready Price 
This is Protiseer Price’s latest work. It is written 
so you can understand it, yet thorou 
By a noted geologist who shows up t th 
organic evolution. 128 pages, 
Price 50 cents postpaid. 
quantities. Order of 

SOUTHERN PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION 

2119-23 24th Avenue, North, Nashville, Tenn. 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries, 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a gubscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
‘United States publications. 4 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. _That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and the 
single subscription, $2.25 a year. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus 50 cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or in 
a package to one address, $2 each per year, 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Strest, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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An Ancient 
Investment 
in Modern Use 


Why Annuities Have-Sur- 


ib 


vived as a Form of Security 
Annuities probably are as 


Aces to"the best atti’ 
i Nal as pene page 
great nking houses 

renal eae fh si 88, ‘of security. 


They continue to aes an important 


It is safe. Safety is perhaps the first re- | 
quirement of investments made with a view 
to regular income: ‘The methods of handling 
the Annuity Funds, State Law regulating 
these, matters, the nature of the investment 
behind them all unite to make the Annuity 
Bond of he American Bible Society as 
safe as that of any other security. 


It is permanent. Unlike ordinary bonds, 
mortgages, and other forms of investment, 
it does not require reinvestment every few. 
years, with risk of being obliged to~accept | 


a smaller return on money invested and to | 


pay large commissions. 


It is convenient. Annuity payments are 
sent by the Society, regularly, promptly and 
without trouble to the anauitant. ‘There is 
not even a coupon to clip. 


It produces an attractive income. The 
interest is at the highest ‘rate consistent 
with safe invesemeet. an the Society’s gen- | 
th i its inv is meee 
an the average vestment 
equal security, 


i smn de au burden involved 
n the care Of property age and o 
as to the variations in the earn- 
ings of inveatmen: ther with — the 


temptation to or money un- 
wisely, are entirely: capac 


It makes one hiso tor. 
bonds -enable 0. a ve in their-life- 
time what otherwise beable 
to give, rage ng ‘helt ne .is ‘not de- 
use of the income’on the gift during his 
ifetime, 


Besides all these investment advantages it | 
helps in the translation of the Bible into the | 
and dialects of the world | 


many langu 
and in the various systems for the blind. 


It will-be‘to ee to familiarize 
zeae with ie. and present day 

tm of {avestment. Fall information will 
be sent you without Be ering or obligation 
on your part if you will fill in and mail the 
coupon below. 


SEND THIS COUPON NOW! 


pore eee ee 


AMERICAN BIBLE. 


GENTLEMEN? | 5” 
— send me Rai obligation on 





tided, ** a Bibles and Bonds.” 
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A few 
oat from New wig: Be gf dh oe to many 
sands the Lord's praying poy raha ‘in. 
this lands ‘suggesting that not 
only the “first week” but “every week” 
Lin the year be so devoted to intercession 


“The Year of Prayer”; 
which the entire. churcl is’ once more 
called back ‘to the habitual exercise of 
its all-but-lost art of intercession, To 
this we say a hearty Amen! The church 
that prays is the church that evangelizes, 
i that sends. forth: missionaries, that meets 
| its -spiritual and material obligations at 
-| homeé: and Nothing in eatth or 
hell can withstand a praying church ; yes, 
| oF a praying home, where love and unity 
‘and prayer prevail. 

This week’s “Prayer Suggestions” fol- 
World's. avangelical Atianee (London) 
World’s Evangelical Alliance (London) 
| for “universal and “wnited prayer.” 


Saivtneg 4 4 to 10 
| Mon.—John 1 : 19-34. 
John the Baptist a Believer. 

Six men in this chapter are recorded 
as brought to and believing on Jesus. The 
first of the six, through God’s own Word 
(v. 33); .the next two (vs.. 35- 37)» 
_ through John’s testimony ; the fourth 
| 40-42), through Andrew’s testimony ; the 
fifth (v. 43), through Jesus’ direct invi- 
| tation; the sixth (vs, 45- 740)» toroumh 
| Philip's testimony. ‘our of the 
through the ‘testimony of others! 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Let us remem- 
| ber in penttence “the former years in 

| which faith became feeble, and love grew 
cold, in which the compassions of Christ 
in us were straightened and the Spirit 
| of grace and of supplication was re- 
| sisted” ; and let us ask that God will 
ee restore the wasted years (Joel 
2:25 
Tuce—John 1935-42, 
Andrew and Peter Believe. 
‘| No: rest now for Andrew until “his 
own’ brother” ‘s brougtit to~ Jesus. Is 
there, or has there been,. for you? An- 
drew couldn’t ‘make Peter heliewe, but he 
could make hitn Acar. All God requires 
is the faithful, loving testimony and the 
prayerful invitation. The Spirit will do 
| the rest, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
thanks “for the springing of spiritual life 
in Central and Eastern Europe; for the 
rebuke-of rationalism it lands where it 
has long reigned; and for the return of 
many to faith; for the fervently ex- 
pressed desire for spiritual revival on the 
bart of many.of God's children; for a 
growing ardor % the service of she king- 
| dom; and for.a quickened expectation of 
| the Lord’s return,” ae 
Wed.—John ‘1/t 43-51. Sy oo 

Philip and Nathanael Believe. 

The two things referred to yesterday, 
first the testimony, and second the in- 
vitation, Stand out with great clearness in 
to-day’s reading (vs. 45, 46). A success- 
ful soul-winner simply bears. witness and 
invites. He avoids arguments. 
Because salvation is a ‘thing to be experi- 
enced, not intellectually comprehended by 
unregenerate minds. 

Praver SuGGEsTIONs: Pray for: “all 

for ministers of state, 


“kings and rulers ; 
commissioners, governors, consuls, mem- 
* ionctens S, cap- 


rf ay ond ond all’ publi nt 
o ie servants 
at y endeavor to learn and 
nit OF "Cod Pray ‘that wise 
teers. may be raised wp im every na- 
tion; “that neither: anarchy nor. tyranny 
may. prevail.” 
Thurs.—1 Jehn 1. “John the Apostle Believed. 
That which we have seen with our own 





Let us give 





eyes and heard with our own ears “de- 


UT why net 8 not also a “Year sot Prayer"? 
py vet sent. 


that 1926 might become characterized as}. 
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?| for Christ’s sake elects to appear at the 


elects to be above his Master; in actuality 


‘point toward his return. As we 








clare we unto you” (v.°3). No getting 
around sith. testimony as this. . First- 
hand knowledge carries conviction. . No 
matter..how. earnestly «we. may. endeavor 
to set forth the truths of God’s Word, 
they ate comparatively devoid of power 
if: not attested in experience. 

Prayer Succestions: Let us pray for 
world-wide missionary endeavor ; or 
missionaries far removed, often in anxiety 
or fear; for the children of missionaries, 
separated from. thew. parents, and de- 
prived of the comfort and protection of 
home; for missionaries who are discour- 
aged, " invalided home, overworked, strug- 
gling with an wmtractable language and 
placed in- uncongenial surroundings.” 


Fri—Acts 9: 10-22. Saul of Tarsus Believed. 


Paul too could. say, that “which we 
have heard” (v. 5). He not only heard, 
but immediately responded. God's voice 
to-day may be just as plainly heard ‘as 
in Paul's day, not with the physical ears, 
but through the Word. .Unbelief, how- 
ever, paralyzes the hearing. Had Paul 
been unbelieving, he would have been un- 
responsive. But how shall we believe? 
Paul himself tells us (Rom. 10:17). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for our 
homes and schools, and “that the homes 
in which our youth are nourished may be 
mere conspicuously the dwelling-places of 
the Father of spirits; that family religion 
may-be observed by family prayers, that 
the Day of Rest. may be lowed; and 
that. .our children may-~ early be taught 
to pray, read. the Bible, and reverence the 
House of God.” 

Sat.—Acts 2: 37-42. Many Believe. 

That was a wonderful day when An- 
drew brought Peter to Christ. Peter was 
Andrew’s brother in the flesh, but his son, 
as it were, in the faith; and now, three 
years later, Andrew has three thousand 
spiritua! haa ag lea through “his own 
brother Simon.” One testimony, one hun- 
dred: and twenty intercessors, three. thou- 
sand converts in one day! ~That’s how 
God works; Brother, “give God a chance” ! 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that “every 
minister, evangelist, home mission worker, 
Sunday-school teacher, witngss-bearer, in- 
tercessor,. may ibe filled wth the Holy 
Spirit.” Pray -also that “the set time 
when the. Redeemer shall come ta. Zion, 
te turn awey transgression from Jacob, 
may be hastened.” 


Sun.—Isaiah 53 : 4-12. 
Success Through Suffering for Others. 
“He was -bruised” (v. 5). There has 
never been life except out of bruising and 
death. The Christian who elects to es- 
cape bruising and suffering and’ death 


judgnient seat of Christ’ bringing not 
sheaves, but only leaves. In desire he 


he is electing to be infinitely below him. 

“ALL THE YEARS belong to Christ: they 
are numbered from hts: nativity, they 
watch, 
we may see the divine purpose reaching 
out toward its fulfilment; the reign of 
perfect righteousness imperceptibly draws 
nearer; we see not yet all-things placed 
under ‘the feet of Christ, but we know 
that He. is in truth the Lord of lords 
and King of kings, the Blessed and Only 
Potentate” (World's Evangelical Alliance 
utterance). 
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